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BUDDHIST PRIESTS BEATEN AS THEY PRAY 

JAPANESE AIR BASE 
DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN 


From Shirtgo Shibata 

Lecturer, Hose/ University , Tokyo 


AVER 700 of the peaceloving people of the tiny farming 
town of Sunakawa, students and unionists, were injured 
on October 13 while resisting the expansion programme of 
the United States Yachikawa Air-base, near Tokyo. 

Buddhist priests, clasping their hands in veneration, checked 
for a moment the two thousand steel helmeted police who cleared 
the way to the Government survey site. 

At the next moment, however, batons flew, blood spilled and 
the white garments of the priests were stained with blood. The 
policemen used their dubs on priests and people who had shown 
no violence. 

A violent melee ensued. Police picked up the picketers bodily 
and removed them, fighting to break the line of resistance. Led 
by armoured cars, policemen mobbed the innocent people. 

Even the medical unit of defenders and a number of Press 
reporters and cameramen were injured as the brutal officials in the 
service of the US forces here broke through a 
strong human barricade of 4,000 people, firmly 
locked arm in arm. 

In the forefront of the 4,000 resisters, in 
addition to the priests, were about 15 Socialist 
Diet members, as well as First Secretary Sanzo 
Nosaka and Councillor Masao Iwama of the 
Communist Party. A number of Buddhist 
priests kept beating drums to raise the spirit 
of the defenders. 

Blood was shed ; farmland trampled under¬ 
foot and crops damaged in the muddy melee 
which occured some 150 yards short of the US 
Airforce base. Above it all was the thundering 
whirr of US Globe Master Planes flying from 
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EAST EUROPE 



REVOLT 


Have 


we their courage? 

AN EDITORIAL 

T HE startling events in Eastern Europe are more 
than shifts in the top rungs of political power. The 
Polish struggle is of far more significance than Tito’s 


heroes of freedom 


America takes stock 

By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


The writer has recently returned to England after an extensive lecture 

tour in the USA 

]\OT the least agreeable thing about Americans is the pleasure they take in guying 
themselves. It is from the ablest university professors that one hears the most 
devastating comments on higher education in America. When, at one university, 
I passed what looked like a crematorium and asked a member of the faculty 
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were finally shot) ; the “ Monashki ” (“ The 
little monks ”) who have been imprisoned 
for refusing military or other service to the 
Soviet State ; the unknown lovers of peace 
and freedom who dared to defy tyranny and 
militarism and paid the supreme sacrifice. 

It is to these that we should now pay 
homage. It is with those who today follow in 
their footsteps that we should express our 


1948 break with Stalin. 

The latter seemed clearly to be a split between the undisputed 
tyrant of one country with the undisputed tyrant of another. 

The present events, however, are clearly generated by a 
popular revolt. The changes in government and Communist leader¬ 
ship have been forced by the people’s determination. 

If the authorities did not bend in the face of the rising tide of the 
people’s determination to be free, they would be swept aside—even harsh 
repression could not be guaranteed to stem for long the surge of popular 
unrest. 

Already there are clear indications that the Polish and Hungarian 
Governments feel that the people are going too far. 


solidarity. 


liberation 


It is important to remember that the present events, and also recent 
ones in the Soviet Union, are not simply the result of political manipula¬ 
tions. The present movement toward liberalisation, and the future more 
important steps, have been and will be paid for by the suffering of those 
who believe in freedom enough to act for it. 

There have been the heroes of the —largely non-violent—East 
German revolt in June, 1953, the courageous prisoners in the slave- 
labour camp at Vorkuta who dared to strike (many of whom 


We hope that the peoples of Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union will find the inner re¬ 
sources to liberate themselves from the tyranny 
which has enslaved them for far too long. We 
deeply hope that they will be able to carry 
out that struggle by non-violent methods. 

They already have the example of India, 
the East German revolt, Vorkuta and other 
cases to offer them guide posts. 

Students in Hungary are already recalling 
the successful Hungarian struggle for free¬ 
dom from Austria begun in 1848—a passive 
resistance struggle. 

An enthusiastic crowd in one Polish city 
has restrained students with shouts of “ Do 
not destroy.” 

Passive resistance has been reported from 
East Germany. 

We know that in the present tense situation 
it is unlikely that there will be no violence at 
all. We hope it will be kept to a minimum. 

It is possible—we pray that it is true—that 
the peoples who have lived and suffered so 
much under the tyranny of the Nazis and the 
Communists have come by their experiences 
to realise the severe results of violence. 

We hope that they will say with the East 
Germans of June. 1953, “We want a decent 
revolution.” 

It will do little good to remove one tyranny 
by violence only to replace it with another to 
fool people for a while longer. 


where are we? 


But what of us who do not live in War¬ 
saw, Budapest or Leningrad ? What is our 


















From Shingo Shibata 

Lecturer, Hosei University, Tokyo 


QVER 700 of the peaceloving people of the tiny farming 
town of Sunakawa, students and unionists, were injured 
on October 13 while resisting the expansion programme of 
the United States Yachikawa Air-base, near Tokyo. 

Buddhist priests, clasping their hands in veneration, checked 
for a moment the two thousand steel helmeted police who cleared 
the way to the Government survey site. 

At the next moment, however, batons flew, blood spilled and 
the white garments of the priests were stained with blood. The 
policemen used their clubs on priests and people who had shown 
no violence. 

A violent melee ensued. Police picked up the picketers bodily 
and removed them, fighting to break the line of resistance. Led 
by armoured cars, policemen mobbed the innocent people. 

Even the medical unit of defenders and a number of Press 
reporters and cameramen were injured as the brutal officials in the 
service of the US forces here broke through a 
strong human barricade of 4,000 people, firmly 
locked arm in arm. 

In the forefront of the 4,000 resisters, in 
addition to the priests, were about 15 Socialist 
Diet members, as well as First Secretary Sanzo 
Nosaka and Councillor Masao Iwama of the 
Communist Party. A number of Buddhist 
priests kept beating drums to raise the spirit 
of the defenders. 

Blood was shed ; farmland trampled under¬ 
foot and crops damaged in the muddy melee 
which occured some 150 yards short of the US 
Airforce base. Above it all was the thundering 
whirr of US Globe Master Planes flying from 
the air-base. 

Protected by a thick wall of police, sur¬ 
veyors moved into the farmland condemned to 
make way for the extended runway, and drove 
stakes into the ground. 

The authorities have forcibly carried on the 
surveys necessary for the expansion of the 
US air-base since October 4. 


The present events, however, are clearly generated by a 
popular revolt. The changes in government and Communist leader¬ 
ship have been forced by the people’s determination. 

If the authorities did not bend in the face of the rising tide of the 
people’s determination to be free, they would be swept aside—even harsh 
repression could not be guaranteed to stem for long the surge of popular 
unrest. 

Already there are clear indications that the Polish and Hungarian 
Governments feel that the people are going too far. 


heroes of freedom 


It is important to remember that the present events, and also recent 
ones in the Soviet Union, are not simply the result of political manipula¬ 
tions. The present movement toward liberalisation, and the future more 
important steps, have been and will be paid for by the suffering of those 
who believe in freedom enough to act for it. 

There have been the heroes of the —largely non-violent—East 
German revolt in June, 1953, the courageous prisoners in the slave- 
labour camp at Vorkuta who dared to strike (many of whom 


But every day 3,000 farmers, unionists and 
students, most of them staying overnight in 
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CYPRUS: EIGHT 
NATIONS WANT ENQUIRY 


A RESOLUTION calling for the sending 
^ of a “ European ” Enquiry Committee to 
Cyprus was put before the Steering Committee 
of the Strasbourg Assembly of the Council of 
Europe on October 19. 

It was signed by delegates from Sweden, 
Belgium, Germany, France, Denmark, Hol¬ 
land, Italy and Ireland. 

The Assembly president interrupted the 
general political debate to read the Cyprus 
resolution, whose sponsors had asked for it 
to be discussed as a matter of urgency. But 
the Assembly rejected the request for urgency 
by 59 votes to 27, with 5 abstentions. 

The resolution will now go before the 
Council’s General Affairs Committee which 
will have to report to the Assembly on it. 


Would Brockwav 


America takes stock 


By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


The writer has recently returned to England after an extensive lecture 

tour in the USA 

j\f OT the least agreeable thing about Americans is the pleasure they take in guying 
themselves. It is from the ablest university professors that one hears the most 
devastating comments on higher education in America. When, at one university, 
I passed what looked like a crematorium and asked a member of the faculty 
whether it was used for the students who had failed, he turned to me with great 
dignity and replied, “ Sir, in America students do not fail their examinations. It 


is against the law; 

Stories relating to the mass production of 
university graduates (you begin *‘ graduating ” 
in America when you are weaned, hence the 
qualification) are cheerfully told to the visiting 
foreigner by men and women who have 
enough self confidence to defame their own 
institutions with surprising fervour. 

I marked it as a sign of strength. I never 
discovered, in some instances, whether pre¬ 
posterous stories told me were true or not. 

If invented they represented the satire of the 
universities by the universities, and were 


significant at both ends. 

The one that pleased me most concerned a 
lecturer who, faced with too heavy a pro¬ 
gramme, had his lectures recorded so that he 
need not repeat them. On visiting the scene 
in person one day he found, instead of rows 
of students, a large number of tape recorders. 

The sordid and the solid 


Many Americans, I found, would insist that 
one should visit a drive-in cafe or a drive-in 
movie theatre, or that one should watch 
sponsored television or listen to reactionary 
diatribes by Fulton Lewis Junior, not because 
they were in the least bit proud of these 
American institutions but because visitors 
really ought to know about them. 

Beneath this insistence on my seeing and 
hearing all that is most depressing in America 
I sensed a certain tacit confidence that the 
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bitterly in a prayer to his Employer when 
Roberts Junior fell ill. Robers Senior had 
been promoting God’s “ pradduct,” namely 
religion, at the time ; and he spoke sharply of 
this “ unfairness,” which was promptly rectified 
by the Boss. 

The more serious an American is about 
real issues—peace, the social structure or 
internal race problems—the less inclined he 
is, on the whole, to take party politics very 
seriously; and no outsider could be more 
scathing about the unreality of the American 
party system than many Americans with 
whom 1 discussed it. 

The difficulty arises from the fact that, 
whereas the Republicans stand unashamedly 
for Big Business, with as much Rugged Indi¬ 
vidualism as present economic conditions can 
stand—a diminishing quantity, as the Eisen¬ 
hower administration has proved—nobody 
knows what, if anything, the Democrats stand 
for. 

In the South they have stood historically for 
white supremacy and segregation, with little 
indication of any deep change. In the North 
they rope in many liberals, who are as bitterly 
opposed to the Southern Democrats as they 
are to the Republicans. 

How this party has even continued to exist 
is something which few can explain. I think 
the nearest I got to an explanation was once 
when a Republican named two cohesive forces. 

First, he said, Democrats had a common 
hatred of Republicans ; and secondly they 


and the Soviet Union will find the inner re¬ 
sources to liberate themselves from the tyranny 
which has enslaved them for far too long. We 
deeply hope that they will be able to carry 
out that struggle by non-violent methods. 

They already have the example of India, 
the East German revolt, Vorkuta and other 
cases to offer them guide posts. 

Students in Hungary are already recalling 
the successful Hungarian struggle for free¬ 
dom from Austria begun in 1848—a passive 
resistance struggle. 

An enthusiastic crowd in one Polish city 
has restrained students with shouts of “ Do 
not destroy.” 

Passive resistance has been reported from 
East Germany. 

We know that in the present tense situation 
it is unlikely that there will be no violence at 
all. We hope it will be kept to a minimum. 

It is possible—we pray that it is true—that 
the peoples who have lived and suffered so 
much under the tyranny of the Nazis and the 
Communists have come by their expe iences 
to realise the severe results of violence. 

We hope that they will say with the East 
Germans of June, 1953, ‘‘We want a decent 
revolution.” 

It will do little good to remove one tyranny 
by violence only to replace it with another to 
fool people for a while longer. 

where are ire? 

But what of us who do not live in War¬ 
saw, Budapest or Leningrad ? What is our 
role ? 

Do we in other parts of the world who so 
loudly profess our love of peace and freedom, 
our belief in justice and democracy, have the 
courage of those who now struggle for free¬ 
dom in Eastern Europe? 

Do the people of Britain have the courage 
to demand that American troops, bases and 
generals must go home, as the Polish people 
now demand of the Russians ? 

As an end to Soviet domination is demanded 
in Hungary and Poland, where are the masses 
in the West to demand an end to the West’s 
oppression of others and herself? 

The masses cry for freedom in Eastern 
Europe. 

Where are the masses to demand an end to 
American domination of Puerto Rico and 
Okinawa, to British repression in British 
Guiana and Kenya, to Portuguese tyranny in 
Goa and Angola, to French bloodshed in 
Algeria ? 

end enslavement 

The masses cry for freedom in Eastern 
Europe. 

Do we in the West—the ordinary people, 

as those in Eastern Europe—demand an end 
to the enslavement brought by modern war : 
regimentation, militarism, conscription, the 
tyranny of the “ nationalisation of con¬ 
science ”—that each youth is expected to 
murder without qualms if the State 
demands ? 

If freedom is to be real, if peace is to be 
genuine, the people must build them them¬ 
selves. Freedom and peace cannot be received 
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veyors moved into the farmland condemned to 
make way for the extended runway, and drove 
stakes into the ground. 

The authorities have forcibly carried on the 
surveys necessary for the expansion of the 
US air-base since October 4. 

But every day 3,000 farmers, unionists and 
students, most of them staying overnight in 
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CYPRUS: EIGHT 
NATIONS WANT ENQUIRY 

A RESOLUTION calling for the sending 
of a “European” Enquiry Committee to 
Cyprus was put before the Steering Committee 
of the Strasbourg Assembly of the Council of 
Europe on October 19. 

It was signed by delegates from Sweden, 
Belgium, Germany, France, Denmark, Hol¬ 
land, Italy and Ireland. 

The Assembly president interrupted the 
general political debate to read the Cyprus 
resolution, whose sponsors had asked for it 
to be discussed as a matter of urgency. But 
the Assembly rejected the request for urgency 
by 59 votes to 27, with 5 abstentions. 

The resolution will now go before the 
Council’s General Affairs Committee which 
will have to report to the Assembly on it. 

Would Brockway 
be allowed to land? 

rPHE Central African National Congress is 
trying to raise £400 by Christmas to bring 
a Labour MP from Britain to see how race 
discrimination is practised in Nyasaland and 
Northern Rhodesia. 

Announcing this, the President of the Con¬ 
gress, Mr. Harry Nkumbula, told a meeting 
in Lusaka. “ The whole pattern of society 
here is based rigidly on apartheid. 

“ Look at the Lusaka African Hospital,” 
he said, “ built for 66 beds. Now it takes 400 
patients. You find mothers and children 
lying underneath the beds. 

“Go there before 7 a.m. if you doubt 
me. You will not be able to walk across 
the ward floors, and even outside because 
they are covered with sleeping African 
patients. 

“ The white people are fighting to get self- 
government for white people only. They are 
afraid if they have to wait too long, then with 
our agitation and the probability of the Labour 
Party getting into power in the next election 
they may not be able to get the type of 
government they want. 

After the meeting, Mr. Nkumbula told a 
Peace News reporter that Barbara Castle would 
be a popular chioice as would Fenner Brock¬ 
way. 

“But I don’t think Brockway would be 
allowed to land here,” he added. 

The Congress is also to impose a levy of 5s. 
on all its members to finance the sending of 
a delegation to England. 
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is against the law.” 

Stories relating to the mass production of 
university graduates (you begin graduating ” 
in America when you are weaned, hence the 
qualification) are cheerfully told to the visiting 
foreigner by men and women who have 
enough self confidence to defame their own 
institutions with surprising fervour. 

I marked it as a sign of strength. 1 never 
discovered, in some instances, whether pre¬ 
posterous stories told me were true or not. 

If invented they represented the satire of the 
universities by the universities, and were 
significant at both ends. 

The one that pleased me most concerned a 
lecturer who, faced with too heavy a pro¬ 
gramme, had his lectures recorded so that he 
need not repeat them. On visiting the scene 
in person one day he found, instead of rows 
of students, a large number of tape recorders. 

The sordid and the solid 

Many Americans, I found, would insist that 
one should visit a drive-in cafe or a drive-in 
movie theatre, or that one should watch 
sponsored television or listen to reactionary 
diatribes by Fulton Lewis Junior, not because 
they were in the least bit proud of these 
American institutions but because visitors 
really ought to know about them. 

Beneath this insistence on my seeing and 
hearing all that is most depressing in America 
I sensed a certain tacit confidence that the 
“ American Way of Life ” was bigger than 
any of this, more solid and durable (in spite 
of everything) and essentially worth while. 

I liked to think that there was also some 
subtle compliment paid to my own judgment 
by those who deliberately drew my attention 
to the vulgarity, the shoddiness and the 
viciousness which exist in America, and 
evidently counted on me to see the total 
picture in its proper proportions. 

The ballyhoo which accompanies the 
“ primaries ” in a Presidential election was 
among the things which people everywhere 
begged me to notice carefully. 

The Democratic Convention at Chicago 

certainly appeared, on television, to be some¬ 
thing like an undergraduate rag on a large 

scale. 

It was difficult to believe that candidates 
who “ promoted their pradduct ” with the help 
of chorus girls and brass bands could be taken 
seriously. (Even the television cameras, I was 
told later, had some difficulty in avoiding a 
very pregnant young woman bearing a placard 
with the legend “ X—IS THE MAN.”) 

Real issues and party politics 

“ Pradduct ” is as near as I can get phonetic¬ 
ally to the American short O (as in “ Cam- 
munism,” which sounds much more menacing 
that way) and a “ pradduct ” is “ promoted,” 
whatever you are selling, by more or less the 
same means. 

Oral Roberts, evangelist and faith healer, 
who thinks in millions (whether of souls or 
dollars) is on record as having complained 


bitterly in a prayer to his Employer when 
Roberts Junior fell ill. Robers Senior had 
been promoting God’s “ pradduct,” namely 
religion, at the time ; and he spoke sharply of 
this “ unfairness,” which was promptly rectified 
by the Boss. 

The more serious an American is about 
real issues—peace, the social structure or 
internal race problems—the less inclined he 
is, on the whole, to take party politics very 
seriously; and no outsider could be more 
scathing about the unreality of the American 
party system than many Americans with 
whom 1 discussed it. 

The difficulty arises from the fact that, 
whereas the Republicans stand unashamedly 
for Big Business, with as much Rugged Indi¬ 
vidualism as present economic conditions can 
stand—a diminishing quantity, as the Eisen¬ 
hower administration has proved—nobody 
knows what, if anything, the Democrats stand 
for. 

In the South they have stood historically for 
white supremacy and segregation, with little 
indication of any deep change. In the North 
they rope in many liberals, who are as bitterly 
opposed to the Southern Democrats as they 
are to the Republicans. 

How this party has even continued to exist 
is something which few can explain. I think 
the nearest I got to an explanation was once 
when a Republican named two cohesive forces. 

First, he said, Democrats had a common 
hatred of Republicans; and secondly they 
stayed in one party because each group feared 
to withdraw. Southern Democrats had no in¬ 
tention of handing over the party machine to 
Northerners, and Northerners felt the same 
way about the South. 

A biassed view, no doubt; it did at least fit 
some observable facts. 

Policies and personalities 

Even the names of the parties reflect the 
unreality of American politics, since few Re¬ 
publicans would admit that they are opposed 
to democracy and few, if any, Democrats can 
be opposed to a republican form of govern¬ 
ment. If the names and policies had been 
invented in a school for the purpose of a mock 
election, they could hardly have been less 
relevant to any real issue. 

Many Americans would admit most of these 
criticisms. 

But some would point out that in spite of 
the chaotic basis, real people with real 
policies do emerge. It is true that in 
America, more than in any other country, 
the personalities over-shadow the policies. 
Ike Eisenhower has probably only the 
rudiments of a political philosophy. If so I 
count it a fortunate thing and even, it may be, 
the partial explanation of his willingness to 
adopt as his own, essentially “ New Deal ” 
policies (themselves a product of Roosevelt’s 
haphazard experiments). 

But Eisenhower as a person is important. 
The story which most endears him to me is 
one about his sending an American officer 
home during the war for calling an English 
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loudly profess our love of peace and freedom, 
our belief in justice and democracy, have the 
courage of those who now struggle for free¬ 
dom in Eastern Europe? 

Do the people of Britain have the courage 
to demand that American troops, bases and 
generals must go home, as the Polish people 
now demand of the Russians ? 

As an end to Soviet domination is demanded 
in Hungary and Poland, where are the masses 
in the West to demand an end to the West’s 
oppression of others and herself? 

The masses cry for freedom in Eastern 
Europe. 

Where are the masses to demand an end to 
American domination of Puerto Rico and 
Okinawa, to British repression in British 
Guiana and Kenya, to Portuguese tyranny in 
Goa and Angola, to French bloodshed in 
Algeria ? 

end enslavement 


The masses cry for freedom in Eastern 
Europe. 

Do we in the West—the ordinary people, 

as those in Eastern Europe—demand an end 
to the enslavement brought by modern war : 
regimentation, militarism, conscription, the 
tyranny of the “ nationalisation of con¬ 
science ”—that each youth is expected to 
murder without qualms if the State 
demands ? 

If freedom is to be real, if peace is to be 
genuine, the people must build them them¬ 
selves. Freedom and peace cannot be received 
as gifts. Ultimately tney have to be won by 
people for themselves. 

We are convinced that there is an intimate 
and causal relationship between war and 
tyranny ; a weakening of one is also a weaken¬ 
ing of the other. We believe that a real effort 
for peace contributes to the cause of freedom, 
and that a genuine surge for freedom helps 
to build peace. 

Lovers of liberty in the West must be im¬ 
pressed by the courageous efforts of the people 
of Eastern Europe to attain their freedom. Let 
us be ready to match their courage and daring. 


Why we disarmed 

^RESIDENT Jos6 de Figueres of Costa 
Rica made some outspoken comments on 
disarmament at a press conference in Lonidon 
last week. 

The President, in London for an official 
visit, outlining his reasons for the complete 
disarmament of Costa Rica said that he re¬ 
garded the military system as a threat to 
democracy. Another threat was illiteiacy. 

“ Costa Rica has therefore abolished illiter¬ 
acy and abolished its army at the same time.” 

The international machinery for settling dis¬ 
putes is not yet perfect, said the President. 
It is the aim of the foreign policy of Costa 
Rica to make this machinery more efficient, 
and to strengthen the legal set-up for inter¬ 
national co-operation. 

Senora Figureres, the President’s wife, is a 
pacifist and has close links with the Fellow¬ 
ship of Reconciliation. During their trip to 
Europe they have visited Queen Juliana, also 
known for her pacifist sympathies. 
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POLAND 

r |^HE present events in Poland—including the re-entry of Wlady- 
slaw Gomuika into the ranks of the Communist leadership— 
represent only a brief stage in a much larger process of democratisa- 
tion and a popular movement against oppression that will be 
carried much further. 

It was the realisation of this faet which presented the Russian leader¬ 
ship with a harsh dilemma, with severe consequences for the Soviet Union 
both if they forcibly intervened and if they did not. It doubtless was 
important In the talks during the visit of Mr. Khrushchov and his 

colleagues to Warsaw. 

What is taking place in Poland is no carefully controlled de-Stalinisa- 
tion. It is the effect of a growing pressure upon the floodgates of many 
demonstrations of a desire for personal freedom. 

Gonudka represents one important aspect of Poland’s desire for free¬ 
dom—an important aspect, but only one. Unless the Gomuika who returns 
to power now is a very different man from the Gomuika who was dis¬ 
placed in 1948, it is very clear that it will not be long before lie is again 
removed—and this time for very different reasons. 

His offence for Stalin was that he was a “Titoist.” He desired that 
Poland should follow its own national course in the development of Com¬ 
munist policy. His return registers the triumph of this point of view. 

Although Gomuika might be a suitable leader for a Polish Com¬ 
munism of a Yugoslav type it is exceedingly doubtful whether the Poland 
of today can be directed along these lines. 

Gomuika may represent the desire of the Polish people for freedom 
from Russian domination and exploitation, hut no one trained in Com¬ 
munist conceptions of government can for long survive as leader in 
Poland’s new political climate. 

★ ★ 

"^TE believe the most significant recent event in Poland to have 
been the Poznan trials. These were even more revealing of 
the new spirit than the rising itself. 

Mr. Gomuika, incidentally, repudiates the story promulgated by the 
Russian Government, endorsed at first by the Polish Communist Party 
Secretary, Mr. Ochab, and repeated by the Communist parrot press through¬ 
out the world, that the Poznan troubles were the work of foreign agents. 

What happened at Poznan, Mr. Gomuika claims could only be ex¬ 
plained by the fact that the Government has lost the confidence of the 
working masses. 

We have previously referred to the independence shown in the Court 
by those charged with the defence of those on trial in consequence of the 
Poznan riots, and also to the freedom of comment that has been displayed 

in the Press. 

In one of the cases even the prosecution had some severe things to 
say about the way the indictment had been framed. Even more striking 
than these things have been the results of the trials, the sentences pro¬ 
nounced. 

It was, of course, evident that many of those put on trial had com¬ 
mitted acts of violence and in some cases acts of horrifying cruelty. (The 
detestation of the security police in Poland seems to have become psycho¬ 
pathic). Legally, they had to be found guilty. 

The judges, however, seem to have acted on the assumption that most 
of those on trial had to be regarded just as much the victims of a situation 
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TTNLESS one chooses to suppose 
^ that Mr, Krishna Menon is an 


interfering busybody who is also 
wasting a lot of time, it would seem 
that the halfway proposals he made 
at the first Canal Users Conference in 
London will eventually play an im¬ 
portant role in the settlement of the 
Suez dispute. 


That may seem a shocking thing 
to say but it is true. For both Jews 
and Arabs are the victims of circum¬ 
stances in the making of which other 
people than themselves have played 
the main roles. 


But the time for plain optimism has 
not arrived yet. The latest Selwyn 
Lloyd and Pineau speeches still show 
not the slightest sign of a step back 
from the full demands presented at 
Cairo by the five-nation committee. 


Cats and dogs occasionally live to¬ 
gether in friendship, but never if 
someone is so mad as to tie their tails 
together. 


But coinciding with the news of 
this persistent refusal of true negotia¬ 
tion, reports from New York disclose 
a new point of disagreement between 
Britain and France on one side and 
the Americans on the other. 
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It will be remembered that Dr. 
Fawzi, the Egyptian representative, 
accepted in the New York discussions 
the pavment of Canal dues to the 
Canal Users Association, as a tem¬ 
porary measure pending a final 
settlement. 


Suez 

The Party 
conferences 
Reservists 
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Other people 


TT now turns out, according to the 
. Diplomatic Correspondent of The 
Observer, that Britain and France 
interpret the whole creation of the 
Canal Users Association as a means 
for depriving President Nasser of 
funds, “ thus pressing him to accept 
some form of international control.” 


I’aeifist answer 


The American promise, on the 
other hand, to recommend that 
American-owned ships should switch 
payments now going to Egypt into 
the projected SCUA fund was ap¬ 
parently made on the understanding 
that the SCUA would be an inter¬ 
mediary and forward a large , share 
of the payments received to Egypt as 
long as the Canal remains open. 


It does not need President Nasser’s 
outburst, when he heard of the 
Franco-British interpretation, “ Pay¬ 
ment to the SCUA in such conditions 
constitutes an act hostile to Egypt 


future of the Labour Party depends 
on how far it will return to its 
original pacifism, and by accepting a 
policy of unilateral disarmament 
provide us with the greatest measure 
of security and the fullest form of 
freedom. 


If the next few weeks are 
miraculously got through without a 
complete breakdown of what remains 
of the truce conditions, the whole 
Middle-East problem—and that 


should include France's war opera¬ 
tions in Algeria as well as the Canal 
issue—should be given first priority 
on a list of subjects to be studied not 
only by the politicians but also by the 
economists of the whole world. 


Reservist’s 

objection 


A LETTER handed to newspaper 
reporters by reservists of Com¬ 
pany 120, RASC, home on leave, set 
out a number of reasons why the 
policy of the Government in regard 
to Egypt was wrong : invasion of 
Egypt would jeopardise British oil 
supplies ; it could lead to a world 
war; and the use of force without 
the approval of the United Nations 
is aggression. 


“ If Britain was endangered there 
would be no hesitation on our part,” 
said the letter. 


“ We fully realise that in our posi¬ 
tion as paid reservists we cannot 
complain if we are recalled during an 
emergency ” ; nevertheless they asked 
that they should be sent “ home for 
good with all possible speed to 
resume our normal lives once more 
and to live in peace.” 


rpHE Catholic Herald puts the 
question “ Which way is the 
Labour Party going?” and regards it 
as of special importance to Catholics 
because “The party is supported by 
the majority of Catholic voters and 
it is generally felt that the Labour 
Party is more ready than the Tory 
Party to recognise the Catholic voice, 
to use Catholic political talent and to 
refuse to allow anti-Catholic prejudice 
to be a political factor.” 


While one can do no other than 
sympathise with the many hardships 
that have been reported in regard to 
a considerable proportion of these 
men, it seems to us that those who 
have volunteered for the Army Emer¬ 
gency Reserve have by implication 
surrendered to the Government of 
the day control over their own lives 
and actions. 


They have undertaken to engage in 
war whenever and wherever the Gov¬ 
ernment decides, and there was cer¬ 
tainly no stipulation that brought in 
the United Nations. 




Its correspondent regards the state 
of the Party as healthy and thinks 
that whether it will remain so de¬ 
pends on certain personalities, but 
above all on the general support of 


46 Theirs not to 
make reply 
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His offence for StaSin was that lie was a “Titoist” He desired that 
Poland should follow its own national course in the development of Com¬ 
munist policy. His return registers the triumph of this point of view. 

Although Gomulka might be a suitable leader for a Polish Com¬ 
munism of a Yugoslav type it is exceedingly doubtful whether the Poland 
of today can be directed along these lines. 

Gomulka may represent the desire of the Polish people for freedom 
from Russian domination and exploitation, but no one trained in Com¬ 
munist conceptions of government can for long survive as leader in 
Poland s new political climate. 

★ -Ar 

r E believe the mo&t significant recent event in Poland to have 
been the Poznan trials,. These were even more revealing of 
the new spirit than the rising itself. 

Mr. Gomulka, incidentally, repudiates the story promulgated by the 
Russian Government, endorsed at first by the Polish Communist Party 
Secretary, Mr. Ochab, and repeated by the Communist parrot press through¬ 
out the world, that the Poznan troubles were the work of foreign agents. 

What happened at Poznan, Mr. Gomulka claims could only be ex¬ 
plained by the fact that the Government has lost the confidence of the 
working masses. 

We have previously referred to the independence shown in the Court 
by those charged with the defence of those on trial in consequence of the 
Poznan riots, and also to the freedom of comment that has been displayed 

in the Press. 

In one of the cases even the prosecution had some severe things to 
say about the way the indictment had been framed. Even more striking 
than these things have been the results of the trials, the sentences pro¬ 
nounced. 

It was, of course, evident that many of those put on trial had com¬ 
mitted acts of violence and in some cases acts of horrifying cruelty. (The 
detestation of the security police in Poland seems to have become psycho¬ 
pathic). Legally, they had to be found guilty. 

The judges, however, seem to have acted on the assumption that most 
of those on trial had to be regarded just as much the victims of a situation 
that had arisen out of misgovernment as were those who had been killed 
or injured in the streets. 

The sentences throughout, therefore, were marked by a clemency that 
we have never hitherto seen applied in Communist states to those charged 
with offences against the “ peoples’ power.” 


7 | T HIS new spirit we have seen manifested in the Courts and in the 
Press is also to be foundl among students, in the cafes, and 
among the trade unions. 

It is not a development that can be satisfied by the privilege Mr. 
GomuHka is proposing : that elections shall mean a choice between can¬ 
didates instead of meaning as hitherto no choice at all. The candidates 
arc still to he part of a list to be submitted by a single permitted Party. 
There is to be no freedom of organisation. 

If the freedoms that the Polish people are already asserting are to be 
maintained and arc not to be destroyed under foreign invasion they can¬ 
not for long stop short of political freedom. 

The Polish people have never been free converts to a Communist 
system ; the Communists have been only a small minority at the controls. 

Genuine freedom and genuine democracy will remove them, and Mr. 
Gomulka will go with them. 

It will be a happy outcome of the present situation if this man who 
has suffered and now has his day of triumph can find a way to depart 
without causing new oppression and bloodshed and without setting his 
name in history beside that of Stalin. 


It will be remembered that Dr. 
Fawzi, the Egyptian representative, 
accepted in the New York discussions 
the payment of Canal dues to the 
Canal Users Association, as a tem¬ 
porary measure pending a final 
settlement. 
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Other people 


TT now turns out, according to the 
■ Diplomatic Correspondent of The 
Observer, that Britain and France 
interpret the whole creation of the 
Canal Users Association as a means 
for depriving President Nasser of 
funds, “ thus pressing him to accept 
some form of international control.” 


should include France’s war opera¬ 
tions in Algeria as well as the Canal 
issue—should be given first priority 
on a list of subjects to be studied not 
only by the politicians but also by the 
economists of the whole world. 


Pacifist answer 


The American promise, on the 
other hand, to recommend that 
American-owned ships should switch 
payments now going to Egypt into 
the projected SCUA fund was ap¬ 
parently made on the understanding 
that the SCUA would be an inter¬ 
mediary and forward a large share 
of the payments received to Egypt as 
long as the Canal remains open. 


rpHE Catholic Herald puts the 
A question “ Which way is the 


Labour Party going?” and regards it 
as of special importance to Catholics 
because “The party is supported by 
the majority of Catholic voters and 
it is generally felt that the Labour 
Party is more ready than the Tory 
Party to recognise the Catholic voice, 
to use Catholic political talent and to 
refuse to allow anti-Catholic prejudice 
to be a political factor.” 


It does not need President Nasser’s 
outburst, when he heard of the 
Franco-British interpretation, “ Pay¬ 
ment to the SCUA in such conditions 
constitutes an act hostile to Egypt ” 
to be certain that Dr. Fawzi’s accep¬ 
tance was based on the same under¬ 
standing as the Americans’—and if 
there could be any doubt about the 
point it ought to have been cleared 
up at the time. 


Neither Mr. Selwyn Lloyd nor 
Monsieur Pineau could have imagined 
that the Egyptian representative was 
agreeing to something that would 
have been tantamount to complete 
surrender. 


Its correspondent regards the state 
of the Party as healthy and thinks 
that whether it will remain so de¬ 
pends on certain personalities, but 
above all on the general support of 
the rank and file, adding that there 
were vastly more Catholics among 
the delegates to the Labour Party 
Conference than ever before and an 
unexpected revival of Noncomformity 
of a far vaguer institutional type than 
in the past but full of the rights of 
man because of moral principles. 


The Church of England Newspaper 
has used the occasion of the Party 
Conferences to try to assess the dif¬ 
ferences between them. 


Another 

interpretation 


/THHE most tragic aspect of Israel’s 
troubles with her Arab neigh¬ 
bours is that there is so much, to be 
said on both sides that is incontest¬ 
ably right. In sheer tragedy, this is 
the fact that transcends even the 
danger to world peace inherent in the 
situation. 
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Advancing civil liberties in Chicago 


LETTER FROM USA 


by A. J. Muste 
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/kN October 5 in Chicago another ^ 
meeting was held in a series ^ 
directly or indirectly sponsored by ^ 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation to ^ 

reintroduce into American life the 'Kxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx'^ 
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practice of free public discussion of 
nnlitical issues from which no view- 


Harvey O’Connor, author of a 


National Committee of the CP to be 
acted upon at the February, 1957, 
Convention itself makes it clear that 
the proposal to liquidate the Party 
is one which is made within its 
ranks these days, although the Reso¬ 
lution naturally rejects such a pro- 


“ After five years of Conservative 
Government ” the leading article says 
“ it is clear that freedom in the pre¬ 
war sense is not possible.” Economic 
freedom would mean a large measure 
of unemployment : political freedom 
is only ppssible for great powers and 
we are no longer one of them. The 
real issue, therefore, comes to be 
“ Are we to have greater freedom at 
the expense of security or greater 
security at the expense of freedom?” 
The final comment is that the 19th 
Century form of political democracy 
will become increasingly irrelevent in 
the age of atoms and automation. “ It 
may well be that we shall have to 
sacrifice some forms of freedom 
which were needed in the past if we 
are to have any freedom at all in the 
future.” 


Both these papers leave out of con 
sideration the pacifist answer. Th< 


is aggression. 

“ If Britain was endangered there 
would be no hesitation on our part,” 
said the letter. 

“ We fully realise that in our posi¬ 
tion as paid reservists we cannot 
complain if we are recalled during an 
emergency ” ; nevertheless they asked 
that they should be sent “ home for 
good with all possible speed to 
resume our normal lives once more 
and to live in peace.” 

While one can do no other than 
sympathise with the many hardships 
that have been reported in regard to 
a considerable proportion of these 
men, it seems to us that those who 
have volunteered for the Army Emer¬ 
gency Reserve have by implication 
surrendered to the Government of 
the day control over their own lives 
and actions. 

They have undertaken to engage in 
war whenever and wherever the Gov¬ 
ernment decides, and there was cer¬ 
tainly no stipulation that brought in 
the United Nations. 

“Tiieirs not to 
make reply 

TT is the men who are required to 
* remain on reserve after having 
served their term of conscription— 
and the young conscripts themselves 
—who seem to us to have retained 
the moral right to protest. 

Because these, like the writers of 
the letter quoted above, feel that they 
would hold themselves entitled to kill 
in warfare “if Britain was endan¬ 
gered,” they are held to have forfeited 
all claim to refuse to kill at the 
behest of their Government in any 
circumstances whatever. 

Thus, a young conscript who has 
taken the view that he would be 
morally justified in fighting to main¬ 
tain British independence, and on 
that basis has undertaken his train¬ 
ing, is held to have accepted a readi¬ 
ness to fight to destroy Cypriot 
independence. 

The whole business of soldiering— 
the using of men to kill other men in 
the furtherance of aims which they 
may regard as wrong—has become a 
moral monstrosity. 

The trials of war criminals in 
Germany and France have been 
founded on the assumption that a 
soldier must have a conscience. 

.We send men about the world, 
however, in readiness to kill on the 
assumption that their consciences are 
to be without effect in regard to 
whom and why they kill. 






The sentences throughout, therefore, were marked by a clemency that 
we have never hitherto seen applied in Communist states to those charged 
with offences against the “ peoples’ power.” 
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jpHIS new spirit we have seen manifested in the Courts and in the 
Press is also to be found) among students, in the cafes, and 
among the trade unions. 

It is not a development that can be satisfied by the privilege Mr. 
Gomulka is proposing : that elections shall mean a choice between can¬ 
didates instead of meaning as hitherto no choice at all. The candidates 
are still to be part of a list to be submitted by a single permitted Party. 
There is to be no freedom of organisation. 

If the freedoms that the Polish people are already asserting are to be 
maintained and are not to be destroyed under foreign invasion they can¬ 
not for long stop short of political freedom. 

The Polish people have never been free converts to a Communist 
system ; the Communists have been only a small minority at the controls. 

Genuine freedom and genuine democracy will remove them, and Mr. 
Gomulka will go with them. 

It will be a happy outcome of the present situation if this man who 
has suffered and now has his day of triumph can find a way to depart 
without causing new oppression and bloodshed and without setting his 
name in history beside that of Stalin. 


standing as the Americans’—and if 
there could be any doubt about the 
point it ought to have been cleared 
up at the time. 

Neither Mr. Selwyn Lloyd nor 
Monsieur Pineau could have imagined 
that the Egyptian representative was 
agreeing to something that would 
have been tantamount to complete 
surrender. 

Another 

interpretation 

/TlHE most tragic aspect of Israel’s 
troubles with her Arab neigh¬ 
bours is that there is so much to be 
said on both sides that is incontest¬ 
ably right. In sheer tragedy, this is 
the fact that transcends even the 
danger to world peace inherent in the 
situation. 
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Advancing civil liberties in Chicago 
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/ kN October 5 in Chicago another f 
meeting was held in a series ^ 
directly or indirectly sponsored by ^ by J # MlJSte 
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^ National Committee of the CP to be 
^ acted upon at the February, 1957, 
^ Convention itself makes it clear that 
the proposal to liquidate the Party 
is one which is made within its 
ranks these days, although the Reso¬ 
lution naturally rejects such a pro¬ 
posal. 

Another indication of the depth of 
the internal conflict is that a long 
statement by William Z. Foster, still 
national chairman, has been publi¬ 
cised. That statement is a very strong 


the Fellowship of Reconciliation to ^ ^ 

reintroduce into American life the ^xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx^ 
practice of free public discussion of TT _ 

political issues from which no view- Harvey O Connor, author of a 

points are to be barred. rcc , ent authoritative study of the oil 

The issue in the US today being industry, and generally regarded as 

whether civil liberties are to be somewhat pro-Soviet, was another 

granted to Communists, emphasis is speaker. 

placed on having a Communist f, Presented the non-violent revo- 

speaker on the panel in such dis- lutionary point of view. „____ 

cussions. . y aU( ^ e Lighttoot, a CP Negro a ttack on the Draft Resolution and 

The Chicago meeting brought out ]ir ader ’ anc * on ^ the convicted sa y S t ^ at j ts “ jj ne »» j s basically 

an attendance of 700, by far the Communists under the Smith Act defeatist and liquidationist. 

largest in a good many years for a y^* 1086 appeal is at this very moment i S} Q f course, unprecendented in 

meeting in which unorthodox views ^ cin 8 a <gued betore the Supreme q le CP t G have any such discussion 

are expressed. Court, was to have presented the CP as this in which the leaders do not 

Furthermore, although the atmo- P 08 J tl0n - present a monolithic front, and even 

sphere in Chicago is not nearly as .. ® was H nat> i e J? (1 ° S P' because more unprecedented that such a dis- 
free as in New York, the meeting tlle , a , , 1S m °ther-m-law. cuss j on should in effect be conducted 

went off without interference or un- * was to the way, that FBI on a public stage! 

toward incident, which meant regis- rne n were present at the luneral, Developments of a similar nature 

. °Pf nl .y ta * ,n g names and so on are, of COU rse, taking place on a 

It is a long time since I have felt wor id stage. I am thinking, for one 


Conference than ever before and an 
unexpected revival of Noncomformity 
of a far vaguer institutional type than 
in the past but full of the rights of 
man because of moral principles. 

The Church of England Newspaper 
has used the occasion of the Party 
Conferences to try to assess the dif¬ 
ferences between them. 

“ After five years of Conservative 
Government ” the leading article says 
“ it is clear that freedom in the pre¬ 
war sense is not possible." Economic 
freedom would mean a large measure 
of unemployment : political freedom 
is only ppssible for great powers and 
we are no longer one of them. The 
real issue, therefore, comes to be 
“ Are we to have greater freedom at 
the expense of security or greater 
security at the expense of freedom?” 
The final comment is that the 19th 
Century form of political democracy 
will become increasingly irrelevent in 
the age of atoms and automation. “ It 
may well be that we shall have to 
sacrifice some forms of freedom 
which were needed in the past if we 
are to have any freedom at all in the 
future.” 

Both these papers leave out of con¬ 
sideration the pacifist answer. The 


and the young conscripts themselves 
—who seem to us to have retained 
the moral right to protest. 

Because these, like the writers of 
the letter quoted above, feel that they 
would hold themselves entitled to kill 
in warfare “if Britain was endan¬ 
gered,” they are held to have forfeited 
all claim to refuse to kill at the 
behest of their Government in any 
circumstances whatever. 

Thus, a young conscript who has 
taken the view that he would be 
morally justified in fighting to main¬ 
tain British independence, and on 
that basis has undertaken his train¬ 
ing, is held to have accepted a readi¬ 
ness to fight to destroy Cypriot 
independence. 

The whole business of soldiering— 
the using of men to kill other men in 
the furtherance of aims which they 
may regard as wrong—has become a 
moral monstrosity. 

The trials of war criminals in 
Germany and France have been 
founded on the assumption that a 
soldier must have a conscience. 

.We send men about the world, 
however, in readiness to kill on the 
assumption that their consciences are 
to be without effect in regard to 
whom and why they kill. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


iering a gain for civil liberties. 

The subject of the discussion was 


Left? 

( Two of the speakers, Sidney Lens, 
a Chicago trade union official, an 
associate editor of Liberation and a 


thing of this kind. 

COMMUNIST FLUIDITY 


; What Lies Ahead for the American as Earned by any- thing, of the way in which the Poz¬ 

nan trials are being conducted. 

Only a few months ago a trial in 
which defendants in the presence of 
In Lightfoot’s place, Max Weiss, the foreign press are allowed to im- 
well-known Third Camper, and Bert of New York, the national educa- pugn the secret police and even the 

Cochran, a former Trotskyist and an tional director of the CP, spoke and regime itself and to lay bare the 

editor of an independent monthly, did a creditable job from his point of widespread unrest and bitterness 

The American Socialist, made a view. among the masses, would have been 

powerful attack on the Communist He admitted without hesitation or unthinkable in an Iron Curtain 

Party, especially on the basis of its qualification the accuracy of a good country. 

record in the US. many of the criticisms levelled at his Another instance of the astounding 

They flatly stated that any hope of Party’s record. The discussion going degree of fluidity which at least for 
rebuilding a radical political move- on in the Party here is indeed of the the time being exists in the Com¬ 
ment in this country depended upon intensest kind. munist world is the fact that CP 

the liquidation of the CP. The Draft Resolution of the ^ ON PAGE SEVEN 


Super salesmen 

T^OR two months each year, mem- 
A bers of Mansfield Peace Group 
(Fellowship of Reconciliation and 
Peace Pledge Union) endeavour to 
become super-salesmen (and women) 
by devoting all their spare-time 
energies to the business of pushing 
Endsleigh and FoR Christmas cards. 

Their annual drive to help Peace 
News and FoR funds in this way is 
now in full swing, Trevor Wadsworth 
tells me. 

Last year a record total of £80 
worth of “ cards for peace ” was sold 
by 10 Mansfield members ; this time 
they have made a flying start and dis¬ 
posed of £48 worth in the first three 
weeks—an average of well over £2 
worth per day ! 

A few members have also helped 
in the local UNA Refugees’ Appeal 
house-to-house collection. 

Winter session 

XjX)R the opening meeting of the 
A winter session, the Group held a 
joint social with members of the 
Mansfield Quaker Meeting. 

A tape recorder and gramophone 


records added much to the fun, 
arranged by Harold Shapley and John 
Hammill, and a collection divided 
between the two groups realised over 
£ 1 . 

The 1956-57 programme is follow¬ 
ing a new pattern, with occasional 
meetings and socials in members’ 
homes. The Rev. Wilfred Verrinder, 
a Methodist Peace Fellowship 
member who has moved to the 
district from Halifax, will address the 
Group on November 28 on “The 
Christian Basis of Pacifism.” 

London lectures 

TT was “ standing room only ” at the 
A first of Gene Sharp’s London 
lectures on non-violence; at the 
second, five people had to be turned 
away. 

For tonight’s lecture a larger room 
at the Conway Hall will be used, so 
tell your friends to come—at 7 p.m. 

The lectures provide a unique 
opportunity of hearing someone who 
has made a study of non-violence 
while at a university and is able to 
speak against a background which in¬ 
cludes a term of imprisonment and 
participation in the activities of 
revolutionary pacifist groups in the 
USA. 







“ONE PARTY DICTATORSHIP” 
CHARGED IN N. NIGERIA 

Peace News Reporter 


Dr. MacLeod may 
head Church of 

Scotland 

Peace News Reporter 

^HE Rev. Dr. George MacLeod, 
founder of the Iona Community has 
been nominated to be the next Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland. 

The announcement of his unanimous 
nomination was made last week after a meet¬ 
ing of a committee of ex-Moderators and a 
minister and elder from every Presbytery of 
the Church. 

“At 61,” reports The Scotsman, “he has 
seen the major enterprise of his life recognised 
by the Queen who visited Iona this summer, 
and by his Church, which has now nominated 
him for her greatest honour.” 

Dr. MacLeod, who served in World War I 
as a captain with the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders and was awarded the Military 
Cross and the Croix de Guerre, is an out¬ 
spoken pacifist, the 44 pacific petrel of the 
Church,” to quote The Scotsman. 

Outlining the aims of the Iona Community 
in The Scotsman in 1938, Dr. MacLeod des¬ 
cribed it as “ a Presbyterian vision of idealistic 
artisans emerging for different periods to work 
alongside the students—yes, and lead them in 
their art—offering their services on equal 
conditions; finding the joy of their craft 
again in fellowship; working for the com¬ 
mon good ; that the Abbey be rebuilded, both 
as a cradle and a challenge.” 

During the summer, camps are held on the 
Island at which young people from all walks 
of life spend a week. 

Although a baronet (he succeeded to the 
baronetcy of MacLeod of Fuinary in 1944 on 
the death on active service of his nephew) 
he has preferred to be designated by “ the 
sufficient title of Rev.,” as he points out in 
“ Who’s Who.” 

“ Total pacifism ” 

Commenting on the appointment of this 
well-known pacifist, The Scotsman said last 
week that “ the nomination committee will 
earn gratitude in a very special degree for 
having nominated a minister whom a section 
of the Church of Scotland once regarded with 
suspicion, while an immense number of people 
both inside and outside the Church of Scot¬ 
land welcomed his newness of outlook, his 
vitality, and his readiness to seize upon a 
symbol (the rebuilding of Iona Abbey) as the 
expression of a new movement for the integra¬ 
tion of the Curch with industrial life. 

“ Dr. MacLeod himself is something of an 
enigma, at least to the casual onlooker. For 
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DEMAND for an immediate inves¬ 
tigation of the charges and circum¬ 
stances of the arrest of 29 members or 
supporters of the opposition party in one 
constituency of the Northern Region of 
Nigeria has been sent to Mr. A. T. Len¬ 
nox-Boyd, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, by Mr. Fenner Brockway, MP, 
Chairman of the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom. 

The men have been sentenced to terms of 
imprisonment ranging from one to four years 
for allegedly behaving in a manner likely to 
provoke a breach of the peace. 

It is reported that they were arrested at the 
command of the District Head, who is himself 
also a candidate, in the coming November 
elections, for the ruling Northern Peoples Con¬ 
gress and a Judge of the Native Court. 

OPPOSITION ARRESTED 

The arrested men were supporters of the 
Northern Element Progressive Union, the main 
opposition party in the Northern Region. 

The NEPU has in the past described the 
political situation in the region as a “ one 
party dictatorship ” and “ despotism.” They 
claim that given the normal freedom ac¬ 
corded to an opposition party at any free 
and direct election in the region, their candi¬ 
dates would win that election. 

At present only men who pay taxes are 
allowed to vote and the elections are indirect 
with an electoral college system. The NEPU 
candidates who have won at the first and 
second stages of the election have been forced 
to again contest a third stage with the candi¬ 
dates they had already defeated. 

There are in some provinces of the region 
•.wo stages in the election and in some three. 
The e were formally five. 

A direct election system has been intro¬ 
duced only in a few urban areas, while the 
indirect system is retained in the rural areas 
with the majority of the population. 

What democracy 
means in the 

R*h /im/i l e Innric 


It is possiblee for a person to be nominated 
to stand at the final stage of the election, 
whether or not he has passed or even been 
entered in the earlier stages if supported by 
nine other members of the same Final 
Electoral College. 

In Kano in the last election for the Federal 
House of Representatives 16 of the 17 
members finally elected were men nominated 
at the final stage who had not won at the 
earlier elections. 

The NEPU has charged in the past that the 
Government party through the Governor and 
Native Court judges, who are usually members 
or supporters of the Government party, have 
made “ excessive use ” of the principle of dis¬ 
qualifying from elections persons serving 
terms of imprisonment, etc., in order to coun¬ 
teract the opposition. 

Cases have been cited of persons who have 
been arrested and jailed for offences which 
were not indictable offences, and thus barred 
from participation in elections. 

Severe restrictions and regulations concern¬ 
ing freedom of assembly are also charged. 

INQUIRY 
DEMAN DED 
ON KENYA 

By Olwen Battersby 

RESOLUTION demanding that in 
view of Eileen Fletcher’s disclosures 
in Peace News, and the unexplained resig¬ 
nation of Kenya’s former police chief, 
Colonel Young, there should be an official 
enquiry into the administration of justice 
during the Kenya emergency was carried 
by an overwhelming majority at the 
Hampstead Town Hall last week at a 
meeting organised by the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom. 

During the years 1945-1957 Britain had 
spent £3,400,000 on police, military and 
prisons ; £103,000 on community development. 
In view of these figures could one deny that 
Kenya was in fact a police state? asked 
Joseph Murumbi, former Acting Secretary of 
the Kenya Africa Union. 
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Report on 
Sweden’s 
elections 

From a Special Correspondent 

The writer is a senior member on the 
editorial staff of one of Sweden's leading 
daily newspapers, 

J HAVE been in Sweden to watch the 
election campaign. The only sensation 
was that the Socialists lost their majority 
which they have had since 1932. They 
will, however, continue in Government 
for the time being at least, as they are in 
coalition with the Agrarian Party. 

The two parties have a majority together. 
The Socialists are this time more dependent on 
the Agrarians. 

It is interesting from a pacifist viewpoint 
to note that the Agrarians throughout the 
election campaign advocated a very strict 
neutrality and strongly opposed some NATO 
plaas for Swedish participation in defence 
plans for the Danish island of Bornholm. 

The Agrarians furthermore claimed the 
credit for having kept Sweden out of the 
Finnish winter war. This fact had been a 
matter of rumour, but the negotiations in 
question were secret at the time. The 
Agrarians have now made use of the facts for 
the first time in an election. 

Another feature of the elections was that 
only two parties made any net gains : the Con¬ 
servatives and the Communists. The Con¬ 
servative gain was 11 seats, mainly due to dis¬ 
satisfaction with internal political matters. 

The Communist gain was one seat (there are 
now seven Communists in Parliament), and 
this was almost entirely due to the Communist 
demand for cutting the military budget. They 
did not demand disarmament, but they wanted 
large reductions in military expenditure. The 
military budget is at present more than half 
of the the total budget. 

Communists’ role 

The whole Communist election campaign 
centred round this demand for armaments 
reductions, and their gain was thus due to a 
strong pacifist sentiment among the people. 

They lost votes only in one district; Lap- 
land where they have previously been very 
strong. This was due to the veterans’ dissatis¬ 
faction with the disowning of Stalin’s memory. 
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in The Scotsman in 1938, Dr. MacLeod des¬ 
cribed it as “ a Presbyterian vision of idealistic 
artisans emerging for different periods to work 
alongside the students—yes, and lead them in 
their art—offering their services on equal 
conditions ; finding the joy of their craft 
again in fellowship; working for the com¬ 
mon good ; that the Abbey be rebuilded, both 
as a cradle and a challenge.” 

During the summer, camps are held on the 
Island at which young people from all walks 
of life spend a week. 

Although a baronet (he succeeded to the 
baronetcy of MacLeod of Fuinary in 1944 on 
the death on active service of his nephew) 
he has preferred to be designated by “ the 
sufficient title of Rev.,” as he points out in 
“ Who’s Who.” 

“ Total pacifism ** 

Commenting on the appointment of this 
well-known pacifist, The Scotsman said last 
week that “ the nomination committee will 
earn gratitude in a very special degree for 
having nominated a minister whom a section 
of the Church of Scotland once regarded with 
suspicion, while an immense number of people 
both inside and outside the Church of Scot¬ 
land welcomed his newness of outlook, his 
vitality, and his readiness to seize upon a 
symbol (the rebuilding of Iona Abbey) as the 
expression of a new movement for the integra¬ 
tion of the Curch with industrial life. 

“ Dr. MacLeod himself is something of an 
enigma, at least to the casual onlooker. For 
here is a man who served in the Army, not as 
a Chaplain, but as a combatant officer, winning 
the Military Cross, and whose whole bearing 
in the pulpit or in Assembly debate is that of 
a soldier and a valiant fighter in any just cause. 

“ Yet his passionate utterance has never been 
so charged with deep feeling as when he is 
attacking War and preaching the Gospel of 
Total Pacifism. 

“ The inescapable conclusion is that his ex¬ 
perience as a fighter drove him, as it has 
driven other men, to abhor fighting. 

“ But let there be no doubt about it. Next 
year’s General Assembly, if it approves the 
choice of Dr. MacLeod (and the Assembly 
always has the final word) will refresh all 
people who want to see vigorous champions 
of new experiments in the chair of the highest 
Court of the Church of Scotland. His appoint¬ 
ment will be an acknowledgment of work well 
done, and work still to be done.” 

See also page 8 


NO, NO, NO \ 

^TEVER has it been more im- 
* portant to increase the 
volume of the voices which are 
saying No, No, No, to the use 
of force in the Middle East. 

Although the discussions in 
the Security Council have pro¬ 
vided a reasonable basis for nego¬ 
tiation, the British Government 
continues to threaten force and 
is now also threatening armed intervention in 
the Arab-lsrael conflict. 

The reliance on violence puts them in the 
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OPPOSITION ARRESTED 

The arrested men were supporters of the 
Northern Element Progressive Union, the main 
opposition party in the Northern Region. 

The NEPU has in the past described the 
political situation in the region as a “ one 
party dictatorship ” and “ despotism.” They 
claim that given the normal freedom ac¬ 
corded to an opposition party at any free 
and direct election in the region, their candi¬ 
dates would win that election. 

At present only men who pay taxes are 
allowed to vote and the elections are indirect 
with an electoral college system. The NEPU 
candidates who have won at the first and 
second stages of the election have been forced 
(o again contest a third stage with the candi¬ 
dates they had already defeated. 

There are in some provinces of the region 
.wo stages in the election and in some three. 
The *e were formally five. 

A direct election system has been intro¬ 
duced only in a few urban areas, while the 
indirect system is retained in the rural areas 
with the majority of the population. 

W hat democracy 
means in the 
Bahama Islands 

|"T is possible for one man to legally vote 
L 35 times in an election in the Bahama 
slands while another man may not be per¬ 
mitted to vote at all. 

New Providence Island with 55 per cent of 
die population of the Bahamas has eight rep¬ 
resentatives in the island legislature, while 
other islands with a total of 45 per cent of 
he population elect the other 21 members. 

This is the situation in the Bahama Islands 
eported by a delegation in London last week 
from the Progressive Liberal Party of the 
Bahamas when they visited Peace News office. 
The delegation was headed by Mr. H. M. 
Taylor, Chairman of the party. 

They came to London on a deputation to 
the Colonial Office concerning the present 
political conditions in the islands. 

Despite the obstacles of the electoral system, 
the Progressive Liberal Party, only a few years 
old, polled about one-third of the votes in the 
last election and elected six of the 29 members 
in the House of Assembly. 

UNIONS BANNED 

The restricted male franchise in the Bahamas 
is based on a type of property qualification, 
which allows an additional vote to a person 
representing a company, and also gives him 
a vote in each electoral district in which he 
owns property. 

The representation system today in the 
House of Assembly is still based on the popula¬ 
tion in the electoral districts when tne first 
Letters Patent were granted in the seventeenth 
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from participation in elections. 

Severe restrictions and regulations concern¬ 
ing freedom of assembly are also charged. 

INQUIRY 
DEMANDED 
ON KENYA 

By Olwen Battersby 

RESOLUTION demanding that in 
view of Eileen Fletcher’s disclosures 
in Peace News, and the unexplained resig¬ 
nation of Kenya’s former police chief. 
Colonel Young, there should be an official 
enquiry into the administration of justice 
during the Kenya emergency was carried 
by an overwhelming majority at the 
Hampstead Town Hall last week at a 
meeting organised by the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom. 

During the years 1945-1957 Britain had 
spent £3,400,000 on police, military and 
prisons ; £103,000 on community development. 
In view of these figures could one deny that 
Kenya was in fact a police state? asked 
Joseph Murumbi, former Acting Secretary of 
the Kenya Africa Union. 

Democracy 

Referring to the recent elections in Kenya, 
Fenner Brockway, national Chairman of the 
Movement, said: “ I am not pro-African but 
pro-human. 

“ I believe in democracy on the basis of 
adult suffrage for men and women as human 
beings, irrespective of race or colour. I trust 
I shall live to see for Africa a democracy 
which represents that principle.” 

At present in Kenya five and a half mil¬ 
lion Africans had one representative in the 
Council of Ministers; 140,000 Asians two 
representatives ; 45,000 Europeans three rep¬ 
resentatives. 

It was true that the Labour Party—and 
Joseph Murumbi himself—would accept as a 
temporary measure following the emergency 
equal representation of the three racial groups ; 
but this was for a period only. 

The main principle must not be lost. 
It was a disturbing fact that so much had 
settler feeling hardened that even Mr. Blundell, 
leader of the defeated moderate United 
Country Party, when facing an election, should 
speak of the “ sanctity of the white high¬ 
lands ” and oppose improvements in inter¬ 
racial education and African representation. 

This outlook might well doom the future of 
the world, he continued. For the emergence 
of the African and Asian peoples was a tide 
which could not be stemmed. 

British-ruled 

Those territories still under British rule 
without self-government fell roughly into three 
main groups. 


election campaign advocated a very strict 
neutrality and strongly opposed some NATO 
plaas for Swedish participation in defence 
plans for the Danish island of Bornholm. 

The Agrarians furthermore claimed the 
credit for having kept Sweden out of the 
Finnish winter war. This fact had been a 
matter of rumour, but the negotiations in 
question were secret at the time. The 
Agrarians have now made use of the facts for 
the first time in an election. 

Another feature of the elections was that 
only two parties made any net gains : the Con¬ 
servatives and the Communists. The Con¬ 
servative gain was 11 seats, mainly due to dis¬ 
satisfaction with internal political matters. 

The Communist gain was one seat (there are 
now seven Communists in Parliament), and 
this was almost entirely due to the Communist 
demand for cutting the military budget. They 
did not demand disarmament, but they wanted 
large reductions in military expenditure. The 
military budget is at present more than half 
of the the total budget. 

Communists’ role 

The whole Communist election campaign 
centred round this demand for armaments 
reductions, and their gain was thus due to a 
strong pacifist sentiment among the people. 

They lost votes only in one district; Lap- 
land where they have previously been very 
strong. This was due to the veterans’ dissatis¬ 
faction with the disowning of Stalin’s memory. 
The younger generations of voters did not care 
about this. 

A Soviet spy was arrested during the elec¬ 
tion campaign, and the trial opened. He con¬ 
fessed everything, but the people who intended 
to vote Communist had apparently made up 
their minds already. The espionage drew the 
attention to the Soviet military preparedness, 
but the Swedish Communist voters meant that 
the present “ charm campaign ” had lessened 
the danger of war and therefore motivated cuts 
in Swedish military expenditure. 

The pacifist newspaper Freden regrets that 
the Communists were given the monopoly 
of demanding cuts in military expenditure. 
It notes that the old Swedish pacifism is still 
strong, though the official leaders of the big 
parties don’t follow the tendency among the 
supporters. 

The Socialist Party made propagandist use 
of the efforts of Mr. Dag Hammarskjold (who 
is a member of their party) for preserving 
world peace. This was regarded as a great 
asset. 

Abolish army? 

The question of a referendum for deciding 
important issues (as in Switzerland) was put in 
the election campaign by the Conservatives and 
Liberals. The Government parties (Socialists 
and Agrarians) opposed the demand, among 
other reasons, because : 

“ If somebody claims a referendum for 
abolition of our army, then the majority of 
the people will vote Yes. This we cannot 
risk.” 

I believe that this suspicion was correct. 















the Military Cross, and whose whole bearing 
in the pulpit or in Assembly debate is that of 
a soldier and a valiant fighter in any just cause. 

“ Yet his passionate utterance has never been 
so charged with deep feeling as when he is 
attacking War and preaching the Gospel of 
Total Pacifism. 

“ The inescapable conclusion is that his ex¬ 
perience as a fighter drove him, as it has 
driven other men, to abhor fighting. 

“ But let there be no doubt about it. Next 
year’s General Assembly, if it approves the 
choice of Dr. MacLeod (and the Assembly 
always has the final word) will refresh all 
people who want to see vigorous champions 
of new experiments in the chair of the highest 
Court of the Church of Scotland. His appoint¬ 
ment will be an acknowledgment of work well 
done, and work still to be done.” 

See also page 8 


NO, NO, NO ! 

IVEVER has it been more im- 
^ portant to increase the 
volume of the voices which are 
saying No, No, No, to the use 
of force in the Middle East. 

Although the discussions in 
the Security Council have pro¬ 
vided a reasonable basis for nego¬ 
tiation, the British Government 
continues to threaten force and 
is now also threatening armed intervention in 
the Arab-lsrael conflict. 

The reliance on violence puts them in the 
impossible position of threatening Egypt at one 
moment and allying themselves with her allies 
at the next. 

The statement issued by the National Council 
and published in last week’s Peace News was 
sent to all the Embassies concerned. 

It has received from the Israeli Embassy the 
important suggestion that the Peace Pledge 
Union should make known that the Israeli 
Government has publicly expressed its readi¬ 
ness to negotiate, but that so far the Arab 
States have refused. 

We must do everything possible to challenge 
those who are relying on force to settle these 
disputes and to create an irresistible demand for 
negotiations on the Middle East problems as a 
whole, and for adequate assistance to raise the 
living standards of the peoples there. 

We need your help to do this. Do not only 
say No, No, No, to war as loudly as possible, 
but also Yes, Yes, Yes, as generously as possible 
to this appeal for your personal support for the 
work of the PPU at this critical time. 

STUART MORRIS, 

General Secretary. 

Our aim for the year: £1,150. 

Amount received to date: £738. 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters Fund," 
to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C. 1. 


9 I is possible tor one man to legally vote 
*" 35 times in an election in the Bahama 
stands while another man may not be per¬ 
mitted to vote at all. 

New Providence Island with 55 per cent of 
the population of the Bahamas has eight rep¬ 
resentatives in the island legislature, while 
other islands with a total of 45 per cent of 
he population elect the other 21 members. 

This is the situation in the Bahama Islands 
eported by a delegation in London last week 
from the Progressive Liberal Party of the 
Bahamas when they visited Peace News office. 
The delegation was headed by Mr. H. M. 
Taylor, Chairman of the party. 

They came to London on a deputation to 
the Colonial Office concerning the present 
political conditions in the islands. 

Despite the obstacles of the electoral system, 
ihe Progressive Liberal Party, only a few years 
old, polled about one-third of the votes in the 
last election and elected six of the 29 members 
in the House of Assembly. 

UNIONS BANNED 

The restricted male franchise in the Bahamas 
is based on a type of property qualification, 
which allows an additional vote to a person 
representing a company, and also gives him 
a vote in each electoral district in which he 
owns property. 

The representation system today in the 
Mouse of Assembly is still based on the popula¬ 
tion in the electoral districts when tne first 
Letters Patent were granted in the seventeenth 
century. 

Most of the workers in the islands are 
prohibited from joining unions by a law 
which bans unions of agricultural workers, 
horticultural workers and “ domestic 
servants ”—including all persons working in 
hotels, restaurants, etc., thus prohibiting 
unions in the all-important tourist industry, 
A strange system of racial discrimination 
still exists on the island. 

The Progressive Liberal Party aims at uni¬ 
versal adult suffrage as an important im¬ 
mediate goal, and feels that after obtaining 
that, they will be able themselves to deal with 
other important problems. 

“ PACIFISM IN AN 

AWAKENING WORLD ” 

^T^PIE Sheffield branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union are joining with the North and 
East Midlands Area Council in a weekend 
conference at “ The Briars,” Crich, Near Mat- 
lock, on November 10 and 11. 

The subject will be “ Pacifism in an awaken¬ 
ing world.” Charles Knowles, a member of 
the Sheffield Group Committee will be in the 
chair for the Sunday morning session. During 
the conference films will be shown and there 
will be ample opportunity for discussion. 

Bookings can be made through Mrs. Jen- 
kinson, 6 Becket Road, Sheffield, 8. 


Keierring 10 me receni elections in is.enya, 
Fenner Brockway, national Chairman of the 
Movement, said: “I am not pro-African but 
pro-human. 

“ I believe in democracy on the basis of 
adult suffrage for men and women as human 
beings, irrespective of race or colour. I trust 
I shall live to see for Africa a democracy 
which represents that principle.” 

At present in Kenya five and a half mil¬ 
lion Africans had one representative in the 
Council of Ministers; 140,000 Asians two 
representatives ; 45,000 Europeans three rep¬ 
resentatives. 

It was true that the Labour Party—-and 
Joseph Murumbi himself—would accept as a 
temporary measure following the emergency 
equal representation of the three racial groups ; 
but this was for a period only. 

The main principle must not be lost. 
It was a disturbing fact that so much had 
settler feeling hardened that even Mr. Blundell, 
leader of the defeated moderate United 
Country Party, when facing an election, should 
speak of the “ sanctity of the white high¬ 
lands ” and oppose improvements in inter¬ 
racial education and African representation. 

This outlook might well doom the future of 
the world, he continued. For the emergence 
of the African and Asian peoples was a tide 
which could not be stemmed. 

British-ruled 

Those territories still under British rule 
without self-government fell roughly into three 
main groups. 

First there were those lands—such as West 
Africa—with little European settlement and 
where progress was rapid. By March of next 
year the first African self-governing territory 
should be brought into being. 

Secondly there were the positions of military 
strategic importance—Aden, Cyprus, Singa¬ 
pore, and Hong Kong—to retain which Britain 
was denying the very freedom and human 
rights for which she might later fight. 

Lastly there were the regions such as Kenya 
and the Central African Federation where the 
settler influence was great, and exploitation 
rife. 

In Central Africa six million Africans had 
six representatives while 200,000 Europeans 
had 25 representatives: a state of things which 
had caused Nyasaland to demand separation 
from the Federation and had created a state of 
emergency in Northern and Southern Rhodesia. 

A recent report of the United Nations on 
non-self-governing territories, based on 
evidence supplied by the British Colonial 
Office, stated that in Northern Rhodesia 
one-third of the total production went in 
interest to the financiers of Britain and 
America. 

Eileen Fletcher, addressing her 64th meeting 
on Kenya, spoke of the British Government as 
“ making war on children,” and met with 
strong opposition from the League of Empire 
Loyalists. Her facts, she said, had, however, 
been laid before the Colonial Office and were 
incontrovertible. 



A Soviet spy was arrested during the elec¬ 
tion campaign, and the trial opened. He con¬ 
fessed everything, but the people who intended 
to vote Communist had apparently made up 
their minds already. The espionage drew the 
attention to the Soviet military preparedness, 
but the Swedish Communist voters meant that 
the present “ charm campaign ” had lessened 
the danger of war and therefore motivated cuts 
in Swedish military expenditure. 

The pacifist newspaper Freden regrets that 
the Communists were given the monopoly 
of demanding cuts in military expenditure. 
It notes that the old Swedish pacifism is still 
strong, though the official leaders of the big 
parties don’t follow the tendency among the 
supporters. 

The Socialist Party made propagandist use 
of the efforts of Mr. Dag Hammarskjold (who 
is a member of their party) for preserving 
world peace. This was regarded as a great 
asset. 

Abolish army? 

The question of a referendum for deciding 
important issues (as in Switzerland) was put in 
the election campaign by the Conservatives and 
Liberals. The Government parties (Socialists 
and Agrarians) opposed the demand, among 
other reasons, because : 

“If somebody claims a referendum for 
abolition of our army, then the majority of 
the people will vote Yes. This we cannot 
risk.” 

I believe that this suspicion was correct. 
There had been some Conservative sugges¬ 
tions, at an earlier date, of Sweden joining 
NATO. The Socialists made this into an argu¬ 
ment against the Conservative Party which 
hurriedly had to disown all such statements 
and maintain that they were in favour of com¬ 
plete neutrality, like other parties. 

This was the general tone of the election 
campaign ; no alliances in foreign policy. I 
believe that the Conservatives would not have 
gained so many votes if they had not made 
these protestations about neutrality with the 
greatest force. 

There is a strong pacifistic tendency among 
the Swedish electorate, and all parties had to 
take this into account. The election campaign 
thus provided a new opportunity for everybody 
to state that Sweden will not join any military 
alliances. 


WITHOUT COMMENT 

Sunday Express, September 23, 1956 : Sir 

William Penney, who had decided to risk 
world censure by exploding an atom bomb 
on a Sunday suddenly changed his mind at 
12.30 this morning and postponed the test. 
. . . Political pressure may have been put on 
him either in Australia or from Britain, to 
avoid creating bad feeling about profaning 
the Sabbath by the atom bang. 
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HUDDLESTON IS RIGHT, 
Mr. STEWARD 

An open letter to Alexander Steward , Director of Information , South 
Africa House , Trafalgar Square , London. 

Dear Mr. Steward, 

I confess that I am biased in favour of Trevor Huddleston in reviewing your 
book You are Wrong, Father Huddleston* for Peace News. I will admit, too, 
that I am prejudiced for him, and therefore, apparently, against you. On March 30 
last, I reviewed Naught for Your Comfort for this paper and finished my review 
by saying: 


What did happen in 1984 ? 

v\v\\\\\\\\v 

By Denis Brian 

According to George Orwell, at that date Britain Say hound body and soul by an 
inhuman dictatorship. 

According to our contributor, Denis Brian, Britain was on the contrary, enjoying 
unprecedented peace, prosperity and freedom under a Socialist Government which had 
abolished “ defence,” diverted the cost to peaceful construction, and exchanged com¬ 
pulsory military national service for voluntary international service for peace. 

THEY CAN’T BOTH BE RIGHT 

Leaving our readers to choose between these highly conflicting records, we append 
a newspaper report of a debate which, our contributor alleges, took place on Oct. 10, 1984. 


“ This is a most difficult book for me to 
review. I am so much in favour of all it 
says. I can only say, read it, read it, read 
it, and then lend it, lend it, lend it. It is 
another milestone on our journey.” 

Your book impresses by its cry of help¬ 
lessness in face of world opinion, and par¬ 
ticularly of British opinion. I will tell you 
how this very helplessness comforts me in 
our journey towards freedom and equality 
for all people in South Africa. 

It is so obviously an official propaganda 
book published quickly to try to counteract 
the influence of Huddleston. Its very title 
will lead many people to read Huddleston, and 
bring them under the influence of his burn¬ 
ing zeal. 

You have evidently been having discussion 
with your publishers (The Bodley Head). I 
do not remember any other book with such 
a note on the paper cover as this: 

“ The publishers would like to state that 
they do not necessarily agree with the views 
expressed in this book. They do feel, how¬ 
ever, that there is more than one possible 
approach to the complex and difficult ques¬ 
tion of race relations in South Africa, and 
more light in dark places than may be ad¬ 
mitted by anyone as fervent and self-con- 
fessedly biased as Father Huddleston.” 

Huddleston’s publishers (Collins) were not 
so cautious. 

□ □ □ 

A word as to your temper and style. Your 
Chapter 3 begins in this way. 

“ Father Huddleston tells us repeatedly 
that the slum-dwellers among whom he 
worked are our brothers in God. 

“ This is doubtless so, but to formulate 
a fair, intelligible and constructive policy, 
something must be known of them—of their 
background, of the environment from which 
they come, of the social organisations, cus¬ 
toms and traditions which have moulded 
and guided their lives through the centuries. 


policy which had been developing since the 
war.” 

On page 105 you say: 

“ The outside world is prepared today to 
accept without question almost any con¬ 
demnation of the Union. Irresponsible com¬ 
mentators have so conditioned the public 
attitude that condemnation has become a 
habit of mind.” 

It is a comfort to us that these admissions 
have been made by you on behalf of your 
Government. We believe that it is true. 

□ □ □ 

We have been stirred in our souls and minds 
in these last few years by Alan Paton, Michael 
Scott, and Trevor Huddleston. 

The titles of their books Cry the Beloved 
Country, In Face of Fear and Naught for 
Your Comfort have affected us so strongly 
that we feel one with them and with all their 
African friends in their devoted and able 
struggle against “ a situation which cannot be 
justified on any moral principle.” 

In the preface to your book you say truly 
that Christian men through Africa seek alike 
the same thing—justice, opportunity and dig¬ 
nity for all—and if the search is to succeed, 
it is the genuine virtues of Christianity that 
are needed: understanding, sympathy, good¬ 
will, tolerance, humility. 

In that mind and spirit, I have written this 
letter welcoming your book. 

Can we now come still further together ? 
Our methods, I believe, are diametrically 
opposed ; our motive, I believe, is one. 

In meeting together we may help each other 
to find a solution to this profound problem 
of world unity, by overcoming racial preju¬ 
dice and a policy of Apartheid. 

Your friend, 

John P. Fletcher. 


The sales of “ Naught for your Comfort ” by 
Trevor Huddleston have exceeded 64,000 
copies since it was published in March this 
year. 


TN the House of Commons yesterday, the 
Minister for Peace, Mr. Breakspears, gave 
further details of the Government’s £4,000 
million five-year Plan for Peace and Con¬ 
struction. 

Since the abolition of compulsory national 
service, he said, the response to his appeal 
for voluntary international service had far 
exceeded the anticipated number of young 
men and women volunteers for constructive 
work in under-developed countries. 

The original scheme had allowed for a mini¬ 
mum of two years’ service, but owing to the 
large number who wished to take up inter¬ 
national service as a career, plans were being 
prepared for an indefinite extension of the 
period. 

NATIONAL PRESTIGE 

Lt.-Col. Sir William Watt-Watt (Whitehall- 
Nationalist), protested against the increas¬ 
ingly heavy burden of peace expenditure 
which was putting such a strain on the 
national economy and had reduced our 
defence force to mere token dimensions. 

Many people, he said, were gravely concerned 
at the loss of national prestige which would 
result from the country being no longer cap¬ 
able of defending itself against enemy attack. 

In reply, Mr. Breakspears said the hon. and 
gallant member was seriously misinformed 
regarding the present situation. 

The development of nuclear weapons, he said, 
had put an end to all possibility of defence 
in a major war, while the abolition of 
capitalist imperialism had done away with 
the primary cause of minor wars. 

Further, the abolition of the means of potential 
aggression had automatically resulted in a 
corresponding shortage of potential enemies. 

As for our national prestige, he added, the 
voluntary assistance given to under-developed 
countries—and under-nourished peoples—had 
already gone far to restore the prestige lost 
by the series of acts of flagrant exploitation 
and aggression inflicted on weaker nations 
during the 1950’s 

WHAT’S THE ABIT FOR ? 

Major Shootem-Downe (Empire Crusader) 
asked whether, in view of the Minister’s 


admission that the country is without any 
safeguard against attack, he would inform 
the House exactly what the army was sup¬ 
posed to be for ? 

The British Army, replied the Minister for 
Peace, was now incorporated into the scheme 
inaugurated by the Ministry for Public 
Entertainments. 

The Government, he said, was keenly alive to 
the desirability of preserving some links with 
the past and maintaining some degree of the 
pageantry which enlivened city life in more 
colourful days. 

FOR ART’S SAKE 

The army would, therefore, be maintained at a 
total strength of 500 officers and men, which 
would be adequate for ceremonial purposes 
and to provide an agreeable distraction for 
visitors and residents alike by regular daily 
parades in parks and open spaces. 

For this purpose two regiments would be 
retained—the Life Guards and the Grenadier 
Guards. 

The former were selected because of their un¬ 
rivalled decorative valuo. The Government, 
he said, would be lacking in all sense of 
aesthetic values if they allowed mere utili¬ 
tarian considerations to deprive the daily 
crowds of spectators in Whitehall of those 
inspired master-pieces of still-life. 

LET THE PEOPLE LATGII 

The Grenadiers were retained because, in the 
view of his Department, the national sense 
of humour must be served, and the strange 
antics involved in the smart drill of that 
crack regiment, together with their equally 
amusing headgear, were calculated to vary 
the somewhat sober aspect of their city with 
a welcome touch of comic relief. 

Those two famous and socially select regiments, 
therefore, would play their honourable part, 
in association with the Beefeaters in the 
Tower, in adding to the cultural amenities of 
our city and reminding spectators that there 
was still some use for soldiers even in a 
civilised community. 


n n _ iH: LET’S TAKE IT 
















the influence of Huddleston. Its very title 
will lead many people to read Huddleston, and 
bring them under the influence of his burn¬ 
ing zeal. 

You have evidently been having discussion 
with your publishers (The Bodley Head). I 
do not remember any other book with such 
a note on the paper cover as this: 

“ The publishers would like to state that 
they do not necessarily agree with the views 
expressed in this book. They do feel, how¬ 
ever, that there is more than one possible 
approach to the complex and difficult ques¬ 
tion of race relations in South Africa, and 
more light in dark places than may be ad¬ 
mitted by anyone as fervent and self-con- 
fessedly biased as Father Huddleston.” 

Huddleston’s publishers (Collins) were not 
so cautious. 

□ □ □ 

A word as to your temper and style. Your 
Chapter 3 begins in this way. 

“ Father Huddleston tells us repeatedly 
that the slum-dwellers among whom he 
worked are our brothers in God. 

“ This is doubtless so, but to formulate 
a fair, intelligible and constructive policy, 
something must be known of them—of their 
background, of the environment from which 
they come, of the social organisations, cus¬ 
toms and traditions which have moulded 
and guided their lives through the centuries. 

“ Like White South Africans and Bantu, 
Eskimos, Italians and Chinese are also 
brothers in God, but it is not intelligent to 
feed a hungry Eskimo spaghetti with chop¬ 
sticks.” 

This, I suggest, is an argument on the level 
expected in a schoolboy debate but not from 
a responsible officer of a responsible govern¬ 
ment trying to justify its reprehensible poli¬ 
cies. At its best it is a poor excuse for delay, 
while Huddleston cries for speed in the 
removal of oppression. 

You make two important admissions, 
confirming Huddleston’s assertions. 

First. A police state. 

“The strict control measures which the 
Union has been forced at times to apply— 
police supervision when slums have been 
cleared, the presence of detectives at pro¬ 
test meetings, the searching of homes—are 
fervently condemned by Father Huddleston. 
Yet it is the activities of people like him¬ 
self that have made them necessary.” 
Second. I give two quotations to show 
that world opinion condemns the South Afri¬ 
can policy of Apartheid and its enforcement. 
On page 67, you say: 

“ The choice for Apartheid accelerated 
the deterioration in South Africa’s inter¬ 
national reputation, and it added momentum 
to the world opposition to South African 


*John Lane, The Bodley Head, \2s. 6d. 


No Socialist is complete 
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in these last few years by Alan Paton, Michael 
Scott, and Trevor Huddleston. 

The titles of their books Cry the Beloved 
Country, In Face of Fear and Naught for 
Your Comfort have affected us so strongly 
that we feel one with them and with all their 
African friends in their devoted and able 
struggle against “ a situation which cannot be 
justified on any moral principle.” 

In the preface to your book you say truly 
that Christian men through Africa seek alike 
the same thing—justice, opportunity and dig¬ 
nity for all—and if the search is to succeed, 
it is the genuine virtues of Christianity that 
are needed: understanding, sympathy, good¬ 
will, tolerance, humility. 

In that mind and spirit, I have written this 
letter welcoming your book. 

Can we now come still further together ? 
Our methods, I believe, are diametrically 
opposed ; our motive, I believe, is one. 

In meeting together we may help each other 
to find a solution to this profound problem 
of world unity, by overcoming racial preju¬ 
dice and a policy of Apartheid. 

Your friend, 

John P. Fletcher. 


The sales of “ Naught for your Comfort ” by 
Trevor Huddleston have exceeded 64,000 
copies since it was published in March this 
year. 


Lt.-Col. Sir William Watt-Watt (Whitehall- 
Nationalist), protested against the increas¬ 
ingly heavy burden of peace expenditure 
which was putting such a strain on the 
national economy and had reduced our 
defence force to mere token dimensions. 

Many people, he said, were gravely concerned 
at the loss of national prestige which would 
result from the country being no longer cap¬ 
able of defending itself against enemy attack. 

In reply, Mr. Breakspears said the hon. and 
gallant member was seriously misinformed 
regarding the present situation. 

The development of nuclear weapons, he said, 
had put an end to all possibility of defence 
in a major war, while the abolition of 
capitalist imperialism had. done away with 
the primary cause of minor wars. 

Further, the abolition of the means of potential 
aggression had automatically resulted in a 
corresponding shortage of potential enemies. 

As for our national prestige, he added, the 
voluntary assistance given to under-developed 
countries—and under-nourished peoples—had 
already gone far to restore the prestige lost 
by the series of acts of flagrant exploitation 
and aggression inflicted on weaker nations 
during the 1950’s 

WHAT’S THE ARM FOR ? 

Major Shootem-Downe (Empire Crusader) 
asked whether, in view of the Minister’s 


wuuiu ue ctucquaie ior ceremonial purposes 
and to provide an agreeable distraction for 
visitors and residents alike by regular daily 
parades in parks and open spaces. 

For this purpose two regiments would be 
retained—the Life Guards and the Grenadier 
Guards. 

The former were selected because of their un¬ 
rivalled decorative value. The Government, 
he said, would be lacking in all sense of 
aesthetic values if they allowed mere utili¬ 
tarian considerations to deprive the daily 
crowds of spectators in Whitehall of those 
inspired master-pieces of still-life. 

EET THE PEOPLE EAUGH 

The Grenadiers were retained because, in the 
view of his Department, the national sense 
of humour must be served, and the strange 
antics involved in the smart drill of that 
crack regiment, together with their equally 
amusing headgear, were calculated to vary 
the somewhat sober aspect of their city with 
a welcome touch of comic relief. 

Those two famous and socially select regiments, 
therefore, would play their honourable part, 
in association with the Beefeaters in the 
Tower, in adding to the cultural amenities of 
our city and reminding spectators that there 
was still some use for soldiers even in a 
civilised community. 

LET’S TAKE IT 
FROM HERE 

By Terence Chivers 

r JpHE new Socialist pamphlet Take It 
From Here* is Labour’s programme 
for the future, specially written for young 
people. The first half deals with values, 
the second with policy, while some party 
scoring is thrown in for good measure. 

Empty diversions and escapism take a beat- 
ing ; Those young men and girls who spend 
their leisure entirely at cinemas, in fun-fairs or 
on the dance floor are asked to consider more 
constructive uses for their energy. 

The Labour Party wants to educate its voters. 
It looks now for changes of outlook and 
activity as well as changes in the system. 

The dangers which threaten the Socialist 
ideal of peace, plenty and equality are fear and 
greed. At this point the policy comes into 
its own. 

The ideas dealt with are sketched rather 
than discussed for only a few of the implica¬ 
tions are mentioned. To say for example 
that the call-up can be done away with al¬ 
together by the end of 1958 ” does not mean 
that the regular army will be abolished. 

Nor does the statement let slip a hint of a 
Socialist government’s reactions to the grow¬ 
ing tide of nationalism which threatens re¬ 
maining British overseas possessions and 
causes furrowed brows in Whitehall. 

The recent Socialist fulminations over Suez 
are worth considering, without stiring the more 
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Last week we read how Gandhi helped to 
educate the Indians, teaching them how to 
make their villages beautiful, and to practice 
spinning and handicrafts. He continued to 
work for India's freedom. 

J^ECAUSE he always taught by ex¬ 
ample, Gandhi went to live in a 
village himself to show people how they 
must live. He chose the tiny village of 
Shegaon in the Central Provinces. It was 
so small that there was not even a post 
office. 

It had no beauty and was terribly hot and 
dusty. There were no shady trees and only 
very little grass. 

You may ask why he wanted to go to such 
a village instead of choosing a beautiful place. 
His reason was simple. He wanted to show 


how even the driest and ugliest village can be 
improved and turned into a place of beauty. 

Generally people don’t care for anything or 
anybody which is ugly or poor. Gandhi was 
not like that. He loved poor, ugly people and 
only wanted to make them into something 
better. Everything that was poor, weak, and 
despised touched his loving fatherly heart. 

At first he did not mean that many people 
should be with him at Shegaon, but wherever 
he was, others came. He was so much loved 


He felt that if every Indian learnt to spin, 
the problem of India’s poverty would be over. 
Every man, woman and child would then have 
a way of earning money whenever other work 
failed. And there would be no more naked¬ 
ness, or dirtyness for want of a change of 
clothing. 

rj^HE little ashram at Shegaon flourished 
more and more. Gandhi made it his 
headquarters. Slowly it had become a dispen¬ 
sary, a hospital, a dairy, a farm and a school. 

It was also the place to which thousands 
of people came like pilgrims, from all over 
the world, to see the great leader who ruled 
millions by love alone. Great politicians and 
humble peasants came. Foreigners, Indians 
of all communities, learned and illiterate. 

Some of them stayed for weeks and months. 
Some came to stay for ever. But no one was 
allowed to remain unless he agreed to lead 
a simple life of hard work in the service of 
others. 

Meanwhile, from this humble village, 
Gandhi carried on his great work for the 
freedom of India. A most important part of 
his work was the great number of letters that 
had to be written daily to people all over 
the country, to Congress leaders, to friends, to 
helpers. 

The Congress and Gandhi had become in¬ 
separable. All the Congress looked up to him 
as their leader, teacher and father. They did 
nothing without consulting his views and 
wishes first. 


















brothers in God, but it is not intelligent to 
feed a hungry Eskimo spaghetti with chop¬ 
sticks.” 

This, I suggest, is an argument on the level 
expected in a schoolboy debate but not from 
a responsible officer of a responsible govern¬ 
ment trying to justify its reprehensible poli¬ 
cies. At its best it is a poor excuse for delay, 
while Huddleston cries for speed in the 
removal of oppression. 

You make two important admissions, 
confirming Huddleston’s assertions. 

First. A police state. 

"The strict control measures which the 
Union has been forced at times to apply— 
police supervision when slums have been 
cleared, the presence of detectives at pro¬ 
test meetings, the searching of homes—are 
fervently condemned by Father Huddleston. 
Yet it is the activities of people like him¬ 
self that have made them necessary.” 
Second. I give two quotations to show 
that world opinion condemns the South Afri¬ 
can policy of Apartheid and its enforcement. 
On page 67, you say: 

“ The choice for Apartheid accelerated 
the deterioration in South Africa’s inter¬ 
national reputation, and it added momentum 
to die world opposition to South African 


*John Lane, The Bodley Head, \ls. 6d. 
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I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
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Send YOUR pledge to 
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^JUe. SkeCfG&n AdU^iam 

Last week we read how Gandhi helped to 
educate the Indians, teaching them how to 
make their villages beautiful, and to practice 
spinning and handicrafts. He continued to 
work for India's freedom. 

JJECAUSE he always taught by ex¬ 
ample, Gandhi went to live in a 
village himself to show people how they 
must live. He chose the tiny village of 
Shegaon in the Central Provinces. It was 
so small that there was not even a post 
office. 

It had no beauty and was terribly hot and 
dusty. There were no shady trees and only 
very little grass. 

You may ask why he wanted to go to such 
a village instead of choosing a beautiful place. 
His reason was simple. He wanted to show 

I AS TOLD BY GERTRUDE MURRAY TO 
THE CHILDREN OF INDIA 

how even the driest and ugliest village can be 
improved and turned into a place of beauty. 

Generally people don’t care for anything or 
anybody which is ugly or poor. Gandhi was 
not like that. He loved poor, ugly people and 
only wanted to make them into something 
better. Everything that was poor, weak, and 
despised touched his loving fatherly heart. 

At first he did not mean that many people 
should be with him at Shegaon, but wherever 
he was, others came. He was so much loved 
that people would not leave him alone. 

(TWi 

^^T first a little dispensary for poor sick 
villagers was started. They could get 
free advice and medicine there. But more and 
more sick people came daily for advice, until 
Gandhi felt it would be better to start a little 
hospital. 

He and his fellow workers gave the poor 
patients the best they had of everything and 
the tenderest care. 

Sick people must have good milk. So a 
little dairy was started to provide this. Then 
vegetables were planted and grown so that 
the little hospital could supply its own fresh 
vegetables. 

Soon a new ashram was formed. An ashram, 
as I have told you, is a place where a number 
of people live together a holy life of prayer 
and service to others. More and more people 
came to join this ashram, although the rules 
were very strict. All must share the daily 
household work, wash their own clothes, help 
with the cooking and do even the humblest 
sweeper’s tasks. For where Gandhi was, all 
must be equal, both in the pleasant and un¬ 
pleasant things. 

Every member of the ashram had to spin 
for half an hour daily. In Gandhi’s eyes spin¬ 
ning was one of the most important things in 
Indian life. 


0 CP 

He felt that if every Indian learnt to spin, 
the problem of India’s poverty would be over. 
Every man, woman and child would then have 
a way of earning money whenever other work 
failed. And there would be no more naked¬ 
ness, or dirtyness for want of a change of 
clothing. 

r JpHE little ashram at Shegaon flourished 
more and more. Gandhi made it his 
headquarters. Slowly it had become a dispen¬ 
sary, a hospital, a dairy, a farm and a school. 

It was also the place to which thousands 
of people came like pilgrims, from all over 
the world, to see the great leader who ruled 
millions by love alone. Great politicians and 
humble peasants came. Foreigners, Indians 
of all communities, learned and illiterate. 

Some of them stayed for weeks and months. 
Some came to stay for ever. But no one was 
allowed to remain unless he agreed to lead 
a simple life of hard work in the service of 
others. 

Meanwhile, from this humble village, 
Gandhi carried on his great work for the 
freedom of India. A most important part of 
his work was the great number of letters that 
had to be written daily to people all over 
the country, to Congress leaders, to friends, to 
helpers. 

The Congress and Gandhi had become in¬ 
separable. All the Congress looked up to him 
as their leader, teacher and father. They did 
nothing without consulting his views and 
wishes first. 

(TW5 

A* there was no post office at Shegaon, 
Gandhi’s secretary had to walk five 
and a half miles every day to the nearest post 
office, which was at a place called Wardha 

This secretary, who was named Mahadev 
Desai, was one of Gandhi’s most faithful 
followers. Gandhi loved him like a son. 

Poor Mahadev Desai continued to walk un¬ 
complainingly to Wardha with his burden of 
letters every day, through the burning heat and 
dust of summer and the streaming downpour 
of the monsoon months, until at last it was 
decided to build a post office at Shegaon 
itself. 

As there were two places called Shegaon in 
the same province, people often got confused. 
The postal authorities, therefore, suggested that 
as a post office was being set up at Gandhi’s 
Shegaon they might as well give that place a 
new name. 

They asked Gandhi what name he would 
prefer. He chose the beautiful name of 
Sevagram, or Place of Service. 

That was always Gandhi’s way. In ail that 
he did he seemed to make things more beauti¬ 
ful than they were before he touched them 
More beautiful—and more useful. The use¬ 
fulness was what mattered to him, for he did 
not care at all for useless things no matter 
how beautiful they were. 

Next Week: Gandhi's Way of Life. | 

Copyright. Reproduced by courtesy of Orient Longmans Ltd. 


-*• j. tm. jl jl JL lU 

By Terence Olivers 

THE new Socialist pamphlet Take It 
From Here* is Labour’s programme 
for the future, specially written for young 
people. I he first half deals with values, 
the second with policy, while some party 
scoring is thrown in for good measure. 

Empty diversions and escapism take a beat- 
mg. Those young men and girls who spend 
their leisure entirely at cinemas, in fun-fairs or 
on the dance floor are asked to consider more 
constructive uses for their energy. 

1 he Labour Party wants to educate its voters. 
It looks now for changes of outlook and 
activity as well as changes in the system. 

The dangers which threaten the Socialist 
ideal of peace, plenty and equality are fear and 
greed. At this point the policy comes into 
its own. 

The ideas dealt with are sketched rather 
than discussed for only a few of the implica¬ 
tions are mentioned. To say for example 
that the call-up can be done away with al¬ 
together by the end of 1958 ” does not mean 
that the regular army will be abolished. 

„ Nor does the statement let slip a hint of a 
Socialist government’s reactions to the grow¬ 
ing tide of nationalism which threatens re¬ 
maining British overseas possessions and 
causes furrowed brows in Whitehall. 

The recent Socialist Eliminations over Suez 
are worth considering, without stiring the more 
distant and murky past. 


/ 7 le i if U i CS ’ ^ cfl open the Pamphlet, are 
policy la If-heartedly applied to points of 

Personal freedom* is aligned lo classlcssness 
and equality of opportunity. The impositions 
ot the State are wot mentioned. The rights 
o conscience and of personal decision receive 
no attention. 

Regarding educat ion the pamphlet recom¬ 
mends a modernised curriculum with up-to- 
aate science in greater prominence. While 
teenniques and learning are necessary, educa- 

knowledge n0t measrurc d only in terms of 

t 5 e J ? 10S t outstanding problem in 
this field is finding the teachers who have a 
creative understanding of children. 

Hard facts, such as the housing shortage and 
repetitive jobs are brought in. Some of the 
suggestions are constructive. 

do sum up: Take It From Here is thought- 
provoking and although its points of policy 
require searching inquiry, discussion and sug¬ 
gestions about human problems are food for 
the young. 

*From Transport House, Smith Sq., S.W.\, 6d. 



















O OVER A pacifist calls 
■ ESSEN on Krupps 

George Gregory, as Peace News Special Correspondent recently interviewed a 
representative of Krupps, the vast German steel firm which has made the town of 
Essen world famous . 

The Krupp works, giant arsenals for the Kaiser and Hitler in World Wars 1 and 
11, today employ 43,000 hands. Four other Krupp plants, severed from the firm by 
Allied de-cartelisation measures, employ a further 40,000. 

The firm represents an almost unparalleled example of industrial recovery. One 
third of its buildings were destroyed in air raids and a further forty per cent dis¬ 
mantled by the Allies. 

Today Krupps are making everything from complete steel-works to false teeth of 
stainless steel. 

Some of their more spectacular overseas contracts are a $25,000,000 steel mill for 
Pakistan; the supervising of a million-tons-a-year steel plant at Rourkela, India, 
with a model town for 100,000 workers nearby ; a bridge over the Nile at Cairo ; 
heavy transport lorries for Turkey ; locomotives for Brazil and the Argentine; and 
giant diggers for open coal mines in Australia. 


By GEORGE GREGORY 

J WAS granted a personal interview with Krupp’s English speaking Press manager 
when I called at their vast administrative building in Essen. I told the repre¬ 
sentative that I was from Peace News (I left him a signed copy) and he was most 
helpful in supplying information about the firm, its history and its present policy, 
particularly in regard to their refusal to work on armaments. 


The firm have refused to repair American 
tanks when asked to do so (The firm made 
Hitler’s famous Tiger tanks). 

Krupps have been told that if they under¬ 
took this work the American authorities would 
use their influence to get rid of the Allied 
ruling that Krupps must sell all their coal, 
iron ore and steel factories by 1958. 

I was told that the firm hope that justice 
will prevail and that the Allied decrees will 
he cancelled without their being forced to 
manufacture armaments. 

After our talk, a slick new Mercedes car and 
chauffeur were put at my disposal and I was 
taken on a tour of some of the Krupp factories. 

WORKERS SUFFERED MUCH 

After visiting the locomotive plant, a section 
where gear-cutting was being done by automa¬ 
tion, and their heavy vehicle factory, we passed 
through the workers’ estates (set in rural sur¬ 
roundings), the Krupp hospital and the Villa 
Hugel, the grandiose home of the Krupp 
family, built in 1870 and now a museum open 
to the public. 

A display of Roman relics and church 
ornaments, including golden crosses, was, I 
learned, to be followed by an exhibition of 
Van Gogh paintings. 

Had I any further questions, I was asked 
when the tour concluded we sat talking over 
tea in a lakeside cafe. 

“ I shall probably think of them when 1 
have left,” I replied. 

A slicifljiw wit on nstiiriUirA nf no 


I was firmly assured, however, that regarding 
the firm of Krupp itself, Alfried Krupp, his 
directors and workers, had decided that they 
would not make armaments again. 

The workers suffered so much in World 
War II, I was told, that they were determined 
not to contribute to the possibility of another 
war. 


FUTURE 

A review by Robert Gracean 
j^UTURE* is a periodical edited by 
William Warbey, MP. Some pacifists 
will remember him as the author of Look 
to Norway, a book on the Norwegian 
resistance movement which did much to 
undermine the assumption that the only 
way to resist the Nazis was with massed 
bombers. 

It is of special interest, therefore, that the 
current issue of Future should be devoted to 
rethinking the basis of British foreign policy. 
It is certainly high time that this was done, 
as even Tories will agree. 

As the introduction says, “ the foreign 
policy of Ernest Bevin has about as much 
relevance to the hydrogen bomb age as the 
foreign policy of Alfred the Great.” 

The new foreign policy is very concisely 
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A series of five sermons examining 
the spiritual and practical issues of 
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Ur. Donald Soper 
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particularly m regard to tneir reiusai 10 

The firm have refused to repair American 
tanks when asked to do so (The firm made 
Hitler’s famous Tiger tanks). 

Krupps have been told that if they under¬ 
took this work the American authorities would 
use their influence to get rid of the Allied 
ruling that Krupps must sell all their coal, 
iron ore and steel factories by 1958. 

I was told that the firm hope that justice 
will prevail and that the Allied decrees will 
he cancelled without their being forced to 

manufacture armaments. 

After our talk, a slick new Mercedes car and 
chauffeur were put at my disposal and I was 
taken on a tour of some of the Krupp factories. 

WORKERS SUFFERED MUCH 

After visiting the locomotive plant, a section 
where gear-cutting was being done by automa¬ 
tion, and their heavy vehicle factory, we passed 
through the workers’ estates (set in rural sur¬ 
roundings), the Krupp hospital and the Villa 
Hugel, the grandiose home of the Krupp 
family, built in 1870 and now a museum open 
to the public. 

A display of Roman relics and church 
ornaments, including golden crosses, was, I 
learned, to be followed by an exhibition of 
Van Gogh paintings. 

Had I any further questions, I was asked 
when the tour concluded we sat talking over 
tea in a lakeside cafe. 

“ I shall probably think of them when I 
have left,” I replied. 

A shadow was cast on the assurance of no 
more work on armaments, however, when 1 
was informed that the Aktien Gesellschaft 
Weser, a shipbuilding firm at Bremen in 
which Krupps have an 80 per cent share 
interest, has a subsidiary company which is 
assembling aircraft parts supplied by th. 
USA for West Germany’s military forces. 


They do their share 

{"AVER £45 was raised for Peace News at the 
^ Michaelmas Bazaar organised by the E.10 
and E.ll Group (London) of the Peace Pledge 
Union on September 29. 

As important as the financial result was the 
support given to the group from many 
sympathisers living in the surrounding district. 

Carrots and beetroot were dug to stock a 
vegetable stall; jam, sweets and cakes were 
made by other enthusiasts. 

Muriel and Doris Lester were welcome 
visitors and a jolly occasion was rounded off 
with music from Irene Baker (mezzo-soprano), 
John Moore Bridger (piano), Harry Mister 
(tenor), and Jeremy Brock (clarinet). 

On the following Saturday Sybil Morrison 
opened the Peace Pledge Union’s Surrey Area 
Social at Croydon. 

The event attracted a larger attendance than 
usual, bringing brisk business to a number of 
stalls and a large number of children to con¬ 
sume a special children’s tea and enjoy a 
delightful programme of juvenile song and 
dance. 

Highlight of the evening was the programme 
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wurK on armaments. 

I was firmly assured, however, that regarding 
the firm of Krupp itself, Alfried Krupp, his 
directors and workers, had decided that they 
would not make armaments again. 

The workers suffered so much in World 
War II, I was told, that they were determined 
not to contribute to the possibility of another 
war. 


FUTURE 

A review by Robert Gracean 
JTUTURE* is a periodical edited by 
William Warbey, MP. Some pacifists 
will remember him as the author of Look 
to Norway, a book on the Norwegian 
resistance movement which did much to 
undermine the assumption that the only 
way to resist the Nazis was with massed 
bombers. 

It is of special interest, therefore, that the 
current issue of Future should be devoted to 
rethinking the basis of British foreign policy. 
It is certainly high time that this was done, 
as even Tories will agree. 

As the introduction says, “ the foreign 
policy of Ernest Bevin has about as much 
relevance to the hydrogen bomb age as the 
foreign policy of Alfred the Great.” 

The new foreign policy is very concisely 
stated, and it would be unfair to summarise 
it further. There is no substitute for the ori¬ 
ginal. One may, however, pick out the general 
line of argument. 

War has ceased to be a usable instrument 
of policy. National aims must therefore be 
pursued by economic, ideological, diplomatic, 
and political means. It follows from this that 
“ national interests will best be promoted 
through procedures and institutions which 
harmonise the interest of all nations.” 

Thus, it would be a good idea to form a 
Middle East Economic Commission, which 
would see that consumer nations got their 
fair share of oil, and also that the poverty- 
stricken people of the oil-producing nations 
got a fair return. 

There should be more and more inter¬ 
national planning, in fact, and the natural 
implication of this is some form of world 
government. 

In the past, world government has seemed 
impracticable because it would have meant 
domination by either Communist or anti- 
Communist countries. 

This domination could now be avoided 
through the mediating influence of the “ un¬ 
committed nations.” 

Britain should do everything in her power 
to support these countries, politically as well 
as economically. For instance, we should 
propose that India be made a permanent 
member of the Security Council. 


Much of what this pamphlet says will be 
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1956. They are published by PEACE 
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publishing deficit. 
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Prices from 2id. to 9 d. each, lovely full 
colour and photographic reproductions, 
quotations from Albert Schweitzer, Dr. 
Niemoller, Laurence Housman, Dr. Aggrey 
(of Nigeria ), Reg Reynolds, etc., etc., and 
designs to please everyone. Three Inter¬ 
national cards, a new set of ENDSLEIGH 
PAINTING CARDS ('Christmas Carols') 
for colouring, Housmans Peace Diary for 
1957, and an attractive list of reasonably 
priced Christmas Gifts and Stationery. 


Every reader can help — 
send for your sample set now! 
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LONDON CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LTD. 

How It All Began 


The London Co-operative Society was formed in 1920 by the amalgamation 
of the old Stratford Society (started by Railwaymen in I860) and the Edmonton 
Society (started by Tramwaymen in 1888). 

At the time of this amalgamation the total membership was 77,000 and the 
sales £2,500,000. A year later it was still further augmented when the West 
London Society (founded by District Railwaymen in 1895) joined the larger 
organisation, and from this date onwards the Committee of Management have 
carried out a policy of development and expansion. Over the years this plan, 
coupled with the rigid insistence of keeping down prices and returning the profits 
as dividend, has been richly rewarded by continuously increasing trade and 
membership, so that today the Society has almost 1£ million members in its 
operational and trading area of roughly 400 square miles. Its boundaries at 
Uxbridge and Southend are some 70 miles apart in the east/west direction. It 
extends northwards from its general southern boundary—the river Thames—to 
places such as Barnet and Potters Bar. 

It costs only 2s. for anyone over the age 
of 16 to join the Society, at any branch. 



















was informed mat the Aktien oeseuscnan 
Weser, a shipbuilding firm at Bremen in 
which Krupps have an 80 per cent share 
interest, has a subsidiary company which is 
assembling aircraft parts supplied by the 
USA for West Germany’s military forces. 


They do their share 

{"AVER £45 was raised for Peace News at the 
Michaelmas Bazaar organised by the E.10 
and E.ll Group (London) of the Peace Pledge 
Union on September 29. 

As important as the financial result was the 
support given to the group from many 
sympathisers living in the surrounding district. 

Carrots and beetroot were dug to stock a 
vegetable stall; jam, sweets and cakes were 
made by other enthusiasts. 

Muriel and Doris Lester were welcome 
visitors and a jolly occasion was rounded, off 
with music from Irene Baker (mezzo-soprano), 
John Moore Bridger (piano), Harry Mister 
(tenor), and Jeremy Brock (clarinet). 

On the following Saturday Sybil Morrison 
opened the Peace Pledge Union’s Surrey Area 
Social at Croydon. 

The event attracted a larger attendance than 
usual, bringing brisk business to a number of 
stalls and a large number of children to con¬ 
sume a special children’s tea and enjoy a 
delightful programme of juvenile song and 
dance. 

Highlight of the evening was the programme 
of plays and mimes presented by The West¬ 
minster Players with such a gay, light touch 
that one was left wanting to see more from 
this company. 

Liverpool was next on the list with a Bring-and- 
Buy Sale in Plope Street Church Hall on 
Saturday, October 20, at 3 p.m. A children’s 
dancing display was one of the attractions 
of this Northern effort on behalf of Peace News 
by the Liverpool and Crosby Groups of the 
Peace Pledge Union. 

The Peace Pledge Union’s Religion Commis¬ 
sion will hold a Bazaar on Saturday, November 
3, at Weigh House Church. The London 
Bazaar, organised by Peace News will be held 
in the Westminster Friends Meeting House on 
Saturday, November 24. 
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If you are for peace you are for national 
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“ What is Welsh Nationalism ? ” 
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8 Queen Street Cardiff 


ginal. One may, however, pick out the general 
line of argument. 

War has ceased to be a usable instrument 
of policy. National aims must therefore be 
pursued by economic, ideological, diplomatic, 
and political means. It follows from this that 
“ national interests will best be promoted 
through procedures and institutions which 
harmonise the interest of all nations.” 

Thus, it would be a good idea to form a 
Middle East Economic Commission, which 
would see that consumer nations got their 
fair share of oil, and also that the poverty- 
stricken people of the oil-producing nations 
got a fair return. 

There should be more and more inter¬ 
national planning, in fact, and the natural 
implication of this is some form of world 
government. 

In the past, world government has seemed 
impracticable because it would have meant 
domination by either Communist or anti- 
Communist countries. 

This domination could now be avoided 
through the mediating influence of the “ un¬ 
committed nations.” 

Britain should do everything in her power 
to support these countries, politically as well 
as economically. For instance, we should 
propose that India be made a permanent 
member of the Security Council. 


Much of what this pamphlet says will be 
familiar to readers of Peace News. Its im¬ 
portance lies in the fact that it states a 
coherent policy which, with an effort, one 
could imagine a British government adopting. 

From this point of view it would be dis¬ 
proportionate to worry overmuch about its 
rejection of unilateral disarmament as such. 
(John Strachey is quoted as saying that an 
army is needed to demonstrate that anyone 
who tries to rob the hive will get stung.) 

There are in fact other ways than military 
ones of looking after one’s national self- 
interest in this wicked world. No one in his 
right mind wants to kill the goose that lays 
the golden eggs, and this is a real asset to 
the geese, even if the price of eggs is not 
what it might be. 

The main trouble is keeping people in their 
right mind, as has been shown by some of the 
things said during the Suez crisis. Will the 
foreign policy advocated by William Warbey 
and his friends be submerged by a wave of 
suicidal fury? 

It could be. And although this pamphlet 
states very well the framework of a foreign 
policy, a lot of work will have to be done 
to produce the psychological conditions that 
will make it possible. 

For this reason, the methods of collective 
non-violent action seem to deserve more 
attention than the international police force. 


* Future, No. 6. A Foreign Policy for the 
H-bomb Age. Is. 
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How It All Began 


The London Co-operative Society was formed in 1920 by the amalgamation 
of the old Stratford Society (started by Railwaymen in I860) and the Edmonton 
Society (started by Tramwaymen in 1888). 

At the time of this amalgamation the total membership was 77,000 and the 
sales £2,500,000. A year later it was still further augmented when the West 
London Society (founded by District Railwaymen in 1895) joined the larger 
organisation, and from this date onwards the Committee of Management have 
carried out a policy of development and expansion. Over the years this plan, 
coupled with the rigid insistence of keeping down prices and returning the profits 
as dividend, has been richly rewarded by continuously increasing trade and 
membership, so that today the Society has almost 1£ million members in its 
operational and trading area of roughly 400 square miles. Its boundaries at 
Uxbridge and Southend are some 70 miles apart in the east/west direction. It 
extends northwards from its general southern boundary—the river Thames—to 
places such as Barnet and Potters Bar. 

It costs only 2s. for anyone over the age 
of 16 to join the Society, at any branch. 
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I end conscription now I 


THE NO CONSCRIPTION COUNCIL with its affiliated bodies : PPU ; FoR ; 
Society of Friends ; WCG ; WIL ; ILP ; Woodcraft Folk ; Boilermakers’ Society ; 
NATKE ; LPF ; Plaid Cymru and BFYC, announces 

END CONSCRIPTION WEEK 

26 November—2 December 1956 


y Each local branch or group of the above is asked to organise one or more of 
/j the following : 


Public meeting if Social event—bazaar, film show, social, dance, etc.—with a short 
interval devoted to presentation of the anti-conscription case if Poster parade, 
leaflet distribution (leaflets obtainable free from NCC) if Resolutions to be 
forwarded to MPs, local authorities and in letter form to local press. 

Individual sympathisers can help by : 

Writing to their MP 0 Writing to their local and national press 9 Holding 
House parties to discuss the question of Conscription • By sending a donation, 


^ large or small, to the ^ 

I NO CONSCRIPTION COUNCIL, CRESTFIELD STREET, LONDON, W.C.I f 
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6—PEACE NEWS-—October 26, 1956 

Prisoners to 
be honoured 

A NATION-WIDE gathering of pacifists will 
take place in Israel on December 1 to 
honour pacifist martyrs of World War II and 
war resisters now suffering for their beliefs, 
Joseph Abileah, Secretary of the Israeli Section 
of the War Resisters’ International has an¬ 
nounced. 

The WRI has announced that other pacifist 
groups throughout the world are also laying 
plans to observe December 1 as Prisoners for 
Peace Day. 

In Germany many local groups of the War 
Resisters’ International will be meeting that 
day for the purpose of signing and dispatching 
Christmas greetings to imprisoned war resisters 
in many countries. This “ Honour Roll,” com¬ 
plete with addresses, is prepared each year by 
WRI Headquarters in Enfield. 

As usual, the Honour Roll will include the 
Alternative Service camps in the Scandinavian 
countries and Holland, for these men also are 
deprived of their personal liberty, and for a 
period of time longer than that of the army 
recruit. 

NATION-WIDE GATHERING 

In England the Pacifist Youth Action Group 
and Peace News are lending full support to 
the Prisoners for Peace Day and Stuart Morris, 
Secretary of the Peace Pledge Union, has 
called upon all PPU groups and individual 
members to commemorate this special occas- 
sion. 

USA PROTEST 

Bayard Rustin, Executive Secretary of the 
War Resisters’ League, has begun preparations 
for a demonstration at the White House in 
Washington, D.C., on December 1, to call 
attention to the imprisoned war resisters, call 
for an end to conscription in the USA, and 
to demand the restoration of full civil rights to 
pacifists previously imprisoned. 

The WRI Honour Roll will appear in 
Pacifisten (Denmark), Fellowship (USA), Peace 
News and other publications, or may be 
obtained from the WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, 
Middlesex, England. 


Two questions for Germany 

PJ^HE Governments of the West German 
Federal Republic and the East German 
Democratic Republic have been posed two 
questions in a letter signed by the Chairman 
of the Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft (German 
Peace Society) and the German Section of the 
War Resisters’ International. 

They are : in view of the dangers of an 
armaments race and the growing tension be- 


Marie Schenck writes as a mother to mothers, as a woman to women, as a 
Christian to Christians, but, mainly, as a member of the human race to other human 
beings. She is a German addressing Americans, but her message is 


NOW ITS A MATTER OF 
LIFE OR DEATH . . . 


and concerns people of every race. She appeals to Americans, because having visited 
their country and come to know their people, she is alive to the keenness of their 
consciences, and believes that with her power and prestige, America could be the 
nation to take the lead in total disarmament. 

[ WISH this letter might come into many hands in America—into the hands of 
those who have power and of those who have none, but who could, would they 
unite, become the biggest power on earth. Above all, I would wish women to read 
this ; women like myself, who love their children as I love mine—as, indeed, all 
women love theirs. 1 wish this because the thing itself of which 1 want to speak is of 
such tremendous importance. It is the most important matter on earth at this 
moment—simply a matter of Life or Death ! 


I do not know what things look like to you 
over there, but with us in Germany the un¬ 
easiness about the continuous atom experi¬ 
ments grows steadily. The weather is ab¬ 
normal. In the midst of summer we have to 
light fires and take out winter clothes. And 
it’s raining, raining, raining ! In Southern 
Germany the rain was reported to be radio¬ 
active twelve times already, and since that 
time surely this has happened again. One day 
our papers tell us that this is not to be minded, 
on other days, that this kind of rain is highly 
dangerous! 

There are scientists writing to quieten our 
minds, others again tell us about possibilities 
unheard of and terrifying. Again and again 
new kinds of illnesses appear—science keeps 
telling us that it is due to some new virus, but 
can this quieten our disturbed minds ? We do 
not know whom to believe, but we are inclined 
to believe the menacing voices. 

A house of denth 

We have reached a state of uneasiness and 
anxiety which is bound to have the most 
serious effects psychologically. All gifts 
and blessings pure and healthy at their origin 
are contaminated or might be so. The very air 
we breathe, the rain falling upon our heads, 
the water we are drinking, the things we eat, 
fruit, the milk our babies drink—who could 
tell, whether they do not already contain some 
deadly poison ? Should this be so, what can 
we do ? We cannot take refuge anywhere on 
this planet of ours, being bound to breathe 
everywhere, and everywhere rain will be fall¬ 
ing. Wherever we are we must eat, and drink 
water in order to live. And in all this deadly 
germs are lurking, menacing us with terrible 
illness and death. 

The truly satanic point is that the symptoms 
do not show at once. For years millions of 
people may be poisoned without being aware 
of it. This is the point Man has reached 
with all his so-called progress. Our planet, 


layman has not got anything to do with it all, 
since this touches the realm of highly scientific 
problems. Albert Einstein was no layman and 
he warned and warned and warned. Other 
atom physicists do the same, all of them of 
high standing. How could we refuse to believe 
them ? 

The experiments must cease now. 

Who is going to start ? 

There must be some one to start things. 
What would a clear-sighted conscientious 
human being do if finding himself on the 
way straight into an abyss ? He would take 
some other way. 

Someone must start—could not America 
start? America threw the first atom bomb and 
by doing so took the fatal way. That was 
wrong ! 

Take my apologies for saying so, but I know 
that the noblest spirits in America think the 
same. Isn’t it a privilege of the mature spirit 
to own up to his fault ? Only the immature 
one refuses to find fault with himself. 

Do not say either that ethical laws merely 
apply to individuals but not to peoples. They 
do indeed, and whoever has insight will agree. 
Think of Germany ! Hardly ever has a people 


By MARIE SCHENCK 


heaped such a load of guilt upon itself—and 
what happened ? We have lived to see it. How 
could it be otherwise ? On the other hand, 
think of India, think of Gandhi ! With a pure 
heart, without weapons, but the utmost 
sincerity and courage he set his will to liberate 
his people. And hard though it was, it led to 
success, even quicker than he or anyone might 
have thought. 

Can we ignore this ? 

Ethics and religion, guilt and expiation, they 
all apply to peoples as well as to the indi¬ 
vidual. 


ROMAN CATHOLICS 
AND CONSCIENCE 

From R. DOROTHEA GASCOIGNE 

irilHE third annual conference on the Catholic 
A approach to problems of peace and war 
was held at Spode House under the auspices 
of the Dominican Fathers from October 5-7. 
Its aim was to make explicit the ethical 
principles on whose basis the Catholic judges 
these problems. 

Accordingly the conference opened with an 
account of the conception of human action 
on which all Catholic ethical judgments should 
be based. 

Man is designed by God to act so that he 
reaches his greatest fulfilment as a spiritual 
and rational creature. Right action is thus 
simply action directed towards this end. The 
decision which directs his action to this end 
must be essentially rational. 

It has two conditions : 

(a) the extstence of a general rule of 
conduct ; 

(b) the existence of an actual situation to 
which the general principle may have 
application. 

A decision of conscience, properly so-called, 
consists in recognising the applicability of a 
general principle to a particular existing situa¬ 
tion. The conception of conscience as a vague 
irrational feeling or impulse is utterly incon¬ 
sistent with Catholic teaching. 

After dealing with these basic questions the 
relevant problem of the attitude to authority 
was discussed. 

Fallibility of humans 

Catholicism was seen to be essentially anti¬ 
anarchist. Since the pronouncements of SS. 
Peter and Paul the Church had always re¬ 
garded the civil authority as God’s vice-regent 
in the governance of society. As such it must 
be obeyed in the ordinary way. 

But as human beings, as such, are neither 
inerrant nor infallible any government may 
fail in its vice-regal duty. And it may do this 
by demanding that its citizens should act 
wrongly. 

When this happens it is the individual’s 
duty to disobey the civil authority. He 
must, like Sir Thomas More, be “ the 
King’s good servant but God’s servant first.” 

Finally, in the light of these basic principles 
the Church’s traditional teaching on war was 
considered. 

It was seen that even when Christendom 
was faced by the prospect of Moslem advance 
threatening to overthrow it, Catholic theo¬ 
logians had insisted that a just war must not 
only have a just cause but also employ just 
means. 

The other traditionally accepted conditions 
of a just war were : 

(a) that it must be designed to right a 
wrong which is both intended as such and 
attacks an essential right of the community 









recruit. 

NATION-WIDE GATHERING 

In England the Pacifist Youth Action Group 
and Peace News are lending full support to 
the Prisoners for Peace Day and Stuart Morris, 
Secretary of the Peace Pledge Union, has 
called upon all PPU groups and individual 
members to commemorate this special occas- 
sion. 

USA PROTEST 

Bayard Rustin, Executive Secretary of the 
War Resisters’ League, has begun preparations 
for a demonstration at the White House in 
Washington, D.C., on December 1, to call 
attention to the imprisoned war resisters, call 
for an end to conscription in the USA, and 
to demand the restoration of full civil rights to 
pacifists previously imprisoned. 

The WRI Honour Roll will appear in 
Pacifisten (Denmark), Fellowship (USA), Peace 
News and other publications, or may be 
obtained from the WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, 
Middlesex, England. 


Two questions for Germany 

^FIHE Governments of the West German 
A Federal Republic and the East German 
Democratic Republic have been posed two 
questions in a letter signed by the Chairman 
of the Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft (German 
Peace Society) and the German Section of the 
War Resisters’ International. 

They are : in view of the dangers of an 
armaments race and the growing tension be¬ 
tween the two halves of Germany, would 
Western Germany be prepared to drop plans 
for the introduction of conscription if Eastern 
Germany would do the same, and vice versa ; 
and would the Federal Republic be prepared 
to release persons who are in prison solely 
on account of. their political convictions, if 
the Democratic Republic would do the same, 
and vice versa ? 


Briefly 

vSegregationalist meetings have been held in 
the USA denouncing the Supreme Court’s 
decision to put an end to racial segregation. 
A member of the recently reborn Ku Klux 
Klan addressed a crowd of some 3,500 at 
Atlanta, whilst in Kentucky, the Alabama 
Citizens’ Council urged 500 people attending 
a meeting to “ take their fate in their own 
hands ” and bar the way to racial integration 
in schools. 

Aiming to bring peace, tolerance, and harmony 
between three religious groups is the 
Christian-!ewish-Muslim Friendship Society, 
George Shepherd and Mohammed M. Ishaq 
are joint secretaries. The address is 
6 Queen’s Ferry Close, Rugby. 

Swaini Omkar, of the Mission of Peace, 
Rishikonda Beach, Waltair, India, is publish¬ 
ing a bi-monthly, “ Peace.” The ideal of the 
mission is to establish peace within the heart 
as a prelude to Universal Peace. 


active twelve times already, and since that 
time surely this has happened again. One day 
our papers tell us that this is not to be minded, 
on other days, that this kind of rain is highly 
dangerous! 

There are scientists writing to quieten our 
minds, others again tell us about possibilities 
unheard of and terrifying. Again and again 
new kinds of illnesses appear—science keeps 
telling us that it is due to some new virus, but 
can this quieten our disturbed minds ? We do 
not know whom to believe, but we are inclined 
to believe the menacing voices. 

A house of death 

We have reached a state of uneasiness and 
anxiety which is bound to have the most 
serious effects psychologically. All gifts 
and blessings pure and healthy at their origin 
are contaminated or might be so. The very air 
we breathe, the rain falling upon our heads, 
the water we are drinking, the things we eat, 
fruit, the milk our babies drink—who could 
tell, whether they do not already contain some 
deadly poison ? Should this be so, what can 
we do ? We cannot take refuge anywhere on 
this planet of ours, being bound to breathe 
everywhere, and everywhere rain will be fall¬ 
ing. Wherever we are we must eat, and drink 
water in order to live. And in all this deadly 
germs are lurking, menacing us with terrible 
illness and death. 

The truly satanic point is that the symptoms 
do not show at once. For years millions of 
people may be poisoned without being aware 
of it. This is the point Man has reached 
with all his so-called progress. Our planet, 
lovely and gorgeous, reduced to Hell, a House 
of Death, a place where Fear dwells perm¬ 
anently along with Guilt. 

Is this to be the end of Mankind ? Have 
we been created to extinguish ourselves in 
spite of our highly praised reason ? Is 
science meant to lead to this terrific result ? 
Could self-annihilation of gigantic size ever 
be our goal ? All this in spite of our reason¬ 
ing faculties which raise us high above all 
beings ? We say No, a thousand times No ! 
Women and mothers have been entrusted 
with the care of future generations from God 
and Nature itself. We love our children, we 
love the flowering growth, the happy, healthy 
things, the smiling attitude towards all creation. 
All this seems to be buried in misery and 
shrouded in sadness. Can we blame women 
refusing to bring children into that sad world 
of ours ? 

Mtesponsibility 

That unfortunate country upon which the 
first atom bomb was cast, Japan, is suffering 
cruelly from the series of experiments. In 
England there are alarming symptoms, in 
Australia, in Germany, radioactive rain can be 
traced. Every single atom bomb experiment 
tends to increase the impending danger—and 
yet the experiments are carried on in series ! ! 
Do not say this is sheer hysterics ! It isn’t! 
Surely, Albert Schweitzer is soundness incor¬ 
porate, and he writes that he cannot sleep 
whenever thinking of this. Do not say that the 
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the experiments must cease now. 

Who is going to start ? 

There must be some one to start things. 
What would a clear-sighted conscientious 
human being do if finding himself on the 
way straight into an abyss ? He would take 
some other way. 

Someone must start—could not America 
start? America threw the first atom bomb and 
by doing so took the fatal way. That was 
wrong ! 

Take my apologies for saying so, but I know 
that the noblest spirits in America think the 
same. Isn’t it a privilege of the mature spirit 
to own up to his fault ? Only the immature 
one refuses to find fault with himself. 

Do not say either that ethical laws merely 
apply to individuals but not to peoples. They 
do indeed, and whoever has insight will agree. 
Think of Germany ! Hardly ever has a people 


By MARIE SCHENCK 


heaped such a load of guilt upon itself—and 
what happened ? We have lived to see it. How 
could it be otherwise ? On the other hand, 
think of India, think of Gandhi ! With a pure 
heart, without weapons, but the utmost 
sincerity and courage he set his will to liberate 
his people. And hard though it was, it led to 
success, even quicker than he or anyone might 
have thought. 

Can we ignore this ? 

Ethics and religion, guilt and expiation, they 
all apply to peoples as well as to the indi¬ 
vidual. 

Christianity and all spiritual goods can 
only be safeguarded, if we live them ! There 
is no other way. 

We must live, think, speak and act as 
Christians. It is hard, but we must face Truth. 
We must rather suffer than do wrong, rather 
let others throw bombs at us than throw them 
ourselves. This is the teaching of the Gospel— 
hard to carry out, but there it is ! 

Christ himself put the whole of his teach¬ 
ing into the words : “ And as ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye also to them 
likewise.” 

There could not possibly be a better way to 
express essentials. 

Put into a few words, it was non-violence 
Christ taught. Gandhi is in one line with 
Christ, we are not; unfortunately, at least not 
in politics. Gandhi wanted religion to per¬ 
meate everything ; we rebel against that view. 
He was successful; and what about us ? 

Is it necessary, then, completely to renounce 
every kind of security, weapons and arma¬ 
ments including these atom bombs ? Yes, in¬ 
deed, we must! There is no other issue. 

Think of the possibilities. We should have to 
devote ourselves wholeheartedly to humanity’s 
big aims. Think of the well-being that would 
flourish all over the world, if at last the 
millions would not be wasted for the better 
part to produce armaments ! We should be 
able to assist other peoples, who are less well- 
placed than we, we could educate our children 
to become kind, helpful, and truthful human 
beings, without fearing that in the end all our 
endeavours would be turned into the contrary, 
through the coming of war, or the preparations 
for war ! 

What ahnnt th<* R nCcil»no9 WpII if 


tion. The conception of conscience as a vague 
irrational feeling or impulse is utterly incon¬ 
sistent with Catholic teaching. 

After dealing with these basic questions the 
relevant problem of the attitude to authority 
was discussed. 

Fallibility of humans 

Catholicism was seen to be essentially anti¬ 
anarchist. Since the pronouncements of SS. 
Peter and Paul the Church had always re¬ 
garded the civil authority as God’s vice-regent 
in the governance of society. As such it must 
be obeyed in the ordinary way. 

But as human beings, as such, are neither 
inerrant nor infallible any government may 
fail in its vice-regal duty. And it may do this 
by demanding that its citizens should act 
wrongly. 

When this happeas it is the individual’s 
duty to disobey the civil authority. He 
mast, like Sir Thomas More, be “ the 
King’s good servant but God’s servant first.” 

Finally, in the light of these basic principles 
the Church’s traditional teaching on war was 
considered. 

It was seen that even when Christendom 
was faced by the prospect of Moslem advance 
threatening to overthrow it, Catholic theo¬ 
logians had insisted that a just war must not 
only have a just cause but also employ just 
means. 

The other traditionally accepted conditions 
of a just war were : 

(a) that it must be designed to right a 
wrong which is both intended as such and 
attacks an essential right of the community 
as a whole ; 

(b) that it must have a reasonable chance 
of success and so not involve a wanton waste 
of life ; 

(c) that the evils it brings about must not 
be disproportionately greater than the good 
it can be expected to achieve. 

On the basis of not fulfilling any of these 
conditions a particular war might be judged 
unjust. It was possible to hold modern war¬ 
fare, as such, incapable of fulfilling these con¬ 
ditions and hence unjustifiable on the basis 
of the traditional Catholic doctrine. 

Those theologians who did not admit war 
to be totally unacceptable today were agreed 
that modern conditions render any war un¬ 
justified unless it is purely defensive. 

Magistrates invite 
COs to break law 

T\/HHEN a conscientious objector, after fail¬ 
ing to be registered as such by a local 
or appellate tribunal, has refused to submit 
to a medical examination, the magistrate is 
entitled by law to impose a penalty and to 
make an order. 

The penalty is a fine. 

The order, which requires that the CO shall 
submit to a medical examination is always 
disobeyed by the genuine objector for it is 
the pivot on which the machinery of becoming 
a soldier rests. 

Hence, by making such an order, a 
magistrate actually invites a CO to break the 
law. 

C ir>kop/4 U i .. j j . . 1 J 















Germany would do the same, and vice versa ; 
and would the Federal Republic be prepared 
to release persons who are in prison solely 
on account of. their political convictions, if 
the Democratic Republic would do the same, 
and vice versa ? 


Briefly 

Segregationalist meetings have been held in 
the USA denouncing the Supreme Court’s 
decision to put an end to racial segregation. 
A member of the recently reborn Ku Klux 
Klan addressed a crowd of some 3,500 at 
Atlanta, whilst in Kentucky, the Alabama 
Citizens’ Council urged 500 people attending 
a meeting to “ take their fate in their own 
hands ” and bar the way to racial integration 
in schools. 

Aiming to bring peace, tolerance, and harmony 
between three religious groups is the 
Christian-.!ewish-Muslim Friendship Society, 
George Shepherd and Mohammed M. Ishaq 
are joint secretaries. The address is 
6 Queen’s Ferry Close, Rugby. 

Swami Omkar, of the Mission of Peace, 
Rishikonda Beach, Waltair, India, is publish¬ 
ing a bi-monthly, “ Peace.” The ideal of the 
mission is to establish peace within the heart 
as a prelude to Universal Peace. 


ancnuy along with Ouiit. 

Is this to be the end of Mankind ? Have 
we been created to extinguish ourselves in 
spite of our highly praised reason ? Is 
science meant to lead to this terrific result ? 
Could self-annihilation of gigantic size ever 
be our goal ? All this in spite of our reason¬ 
ing faculties which raise us high above all 
beings ? We say No, a thousand times No ! 
Women and mothers have been entrusted 
with the care of future generations from God 
and Nature itself. We love our children, we 
love the flowering growth, the happy, healthy 
things, the smiling attitude towards all creation. 
All this seems to be buried in misery and 
shrouded in sadness. Can we blame women 
refusing to bring children into that sad world 
of ours ? 

Responsibility 

That unfortunate country upon which the 
first atom bomb was cast, Japan, is suffering 
cruelly from the series of experiments. In 
England there are alarming symptoms, in 
Australia, in Germany, radioactive rain can be 
traced. Every single atom bomb experiment 
tends to increase the impending danger—and 
yet the experiments are carried on in series ! ! 
Do not say this is sheer hysterics ! It isn’t! 
Surely, Albert Schweitzer is soundness incor¬ 
porate, and he writes that he cannot sleep 
whenever thinking of this. Do not say that the 


TWO-THIRDS OF THE 
WORLD NEED MORE FOOD 

From D. PARKER-RH ODES 


( )NE-FIFTH of the world’s food crop is destroyed by disease and pest. One-fifth 
constitutes food for 150 million people. 

Between two and three million animals die every year from disease. 

Only one-tenth of the land of the world is 
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being use for food—with the mountains, rocks, 
deserts and the frozen north, a great deal is 
actually unsuitable for agriculture—but men 
have destroyed land by ill-use, and by proper 
measures may renew what they have destroyed. 
Already crops are growing well within the 
Arctic circle, and much more may be done. 

These facts were given by Mr. Anderson of 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation in a talk on “ How the World 
Wants,” during the area conference of the 
Cambridge Peace Council, held early this 
month. 

Mr. Anderson described how one-third of 
the world’s population was on the edge of 
starvation, one-third were ill-fed, and one-third 
decently fed. 

Where a bad harvest meant famine, men did 
not enquire too closely in the veracity of those 
who promised them a better standard of life. 

With a population rising fastest where food 
was shortest, the world was having to feed 30 
million extra people every year at the present 
level. 

There was a real folk wisdom, said Mr. 

Anderson, in the literal translation of the 


Chinese word for peace— 44 Ho Ping ”—food 

for all. 

In the West, the increase in food production 
had risen 60 per cent in 40 years. This was a 
tremendous challenge to the possibility of stem¬ 
ming the tide of world want. Hopelessness is 
no longer the right reaction to misery, if 
science can be harnessed for creative purposes. 

In Ethiopia, the FAO aroused great interest. 
Requests began to come in for knowledge 
of how to improve grass, for methods of water 
conservation, and for help with setting up a 
canning factory. 

From Thailand, the Philippines and Indo¬ 
nesia, invitations arrived for Rinderpest pre¬ 
vention teams to visit these countries. 

Mr. Anderson had visited the Nebuib 
desert, in Israel. This infertile ground had 
supported two million people in Old Testament 
times. It was found that the heavy dewfall in 
the region could make it possible for the 
ground to be renewed, so a series of ex¬ 
periments were carried out with the co¬ 
operation of the local people, and now 24,000 
new acres have been brought back into 
cultivation. 


is no other way. 

We must live, think, speak and act as 
Christians. It is hard, but we must face Truth. 
We must rather suffer than do wrong, rather 
let others throw bombs at us than throw them 
ourselves. This is the teaching of the Gospel- 
hard to carry out, but there it is ! 

Christ himself put the whole of his teach¬ 
ing into the words : 44 And as ye would that 
men should do unto you. do ye also to them 
likewise.” 

There could not possibly be a better way to 
express essentials. 

Put into a few words, it was non-violence 
Christ taught. Gandhi is in one line with 
Christ, we are not; unfortunately, at least not 
in politics. Gandhi wanted religion to per¬ 
meate everything ; we rebel against that view. 
He was successful ; and what about us ? 

Is it necessary, then, completely to renounce 
every kind of security, weapons and arma¬ 
ments including these atom bombs ? Yes, in¬ 
deed, we must! There is no other issue. 

Think of the possibilities. We should have to 
devote ourselves wholeheartedly to humanity’s 
big aims. Think of the well-being that would 
flourish all over the world, if at last the 
millions would not be wasted for the better 
part to produce armaments ! We should be 
able to assist other peoples, who are less well- 
placed than we, we could educate our children 
to become kind, helpful, and truthful human 
beings, without fearing that in the end all our 
endeavours would be turned into the contrary, 
through the coming of war, or the preparations 
for war ! 

What about the Russians? Well, it certainly 
needs a lot courage to go that new way; but 
isn’t it really only because it is new and un¬ 
trodden, not because it is more dangerous than 
ihe other one which leads inevitably to destruc¬ 
tion and ruin ? 

Why have an Army ? 

Nobody in Germany can answer the most 
important questions, as for example where our 
army would be when the atom bombs fall. 
Would it be underground ? Why then, have an 
army at all ? And what about the civilians ? 
Can millions find shelter in atom proof 
bunkers ? They can’t; that’s evident! But 
how then would we select them ? And, worst 
of all, what would become of the ** rescued 
ones,” when, on leaving the bunkers, they 
would find a world contaminated for years and 
years to come ? 

Whoever is against re-militarisation is usu¬ 
ally called an idealist without any sense of 
reality. But could we think of anything more 
unrealistic than to sympathise with armament 
at present ? 

War has become an obsolete thing; con¬ 
sidered from all points of view it remains 
complete madness. We should deliberately 
turn away from this phantom and devote our 
energy, our fullest capacities, towards the 
seeking of new realisations of life. 

Let us take the message of the Gospel 
seriously, let us fulfil it, instead of merely us¬ 
ing words. Let us tread the new way, the way 
conscience bids us go ! 


of success and so not involve a wanton waste 
of life ; 

(c) that the evils it brings about must not 
be disproportionately greater than the good 
it can be expected to achieve. 

On the basis of not fulfilling any of these 
conditions a particular war might be judged 
unjust. It was possible to hold modern war¬ 
fare, as such, incapable of fulfilling these con¬ 
ditions and hence unjustifiable on the basis 
of the traditional Catholic doctrine. 

Those theologians who did not admit war 
to be totally unacceptable today were agreed 
that modern conditions render any war un¬ 
justified unless it is purely defensive. 

Magistrates invite 
COs to break law 

"Y^THEN a conscientious objector, after fail¬ 
ing to be registered as such by a local 
or appellate tribunal, has refused to submit 
to a medical examination, the magistrate is 
entitled by law to impose a penalty and to 
make an order. 

The penalty is a fine. 

The order, which requires that the CO shall 
submit to a medical examination is always 
disobeyed by the genuine objector for it is 
the pivot on which the machinery of becoming 
a soldier rests. 

Hence, by making such an order, a 
magistrate actually invites a CO to break the 
law. 

Richard Pemberton, a twenty-year-old 
graphic designer of Tolworth, Surrey, was 
charged with having failed to submit himself 
for a medical examination after having been 
so ordered by a court. 

He told Kingston magistrates last month 
that the original court order was a means to 
establish a basis for prosecution, and by re¬ 
fusing to take part in this “ murderous, 
salanic, military and political conspiracy ” he 
would be found guilty. 

He claimed that the system of judging con¬ 
scientious; objectors was unjust and corrupt, 
and that by judging him according to law 
they were, protecting a corrupt system. 

He was sentenced to three months’ imprison¬ 
ment. 


A British soldier, who described himself as a 
former “ teddy boy ” when he appeared 
before a court-martial at Donnington 
(Shropshire) last month, was sentenced to 
93 days’ imprisonment after he had come 
to the conclusion/ that soldiering was in¬ 
compatible with fthe teaching of the Bible. 
His decision to refuse to obey military 
orders came after he had discussed religion 
with a batman. 

Michael Mayfoury, who appeared before 
Fulham Tribunal and was registered con¬ 
ditionally as ai conscientious objector last 
year, is editing a monthly journal, “ Fohat ” 
from 26 Elphinstone Rd., Southsea. Michael 
spent some time on the staff of Peace News 
whilst awaitvrtg, his tribunal. 
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leaders of the so-called satellite countries are 
now going to Belgrade to counsel with Tito 
instead of Moscow, and this at a time when 
some of the Russian leaders are plainly con¬ 
cerned that liberalisation has gone too far. 

I might mention, by the way that a number 
of us who had signed a petition for amnesty 
last December for Communists convicted 
under the Smith Act, in the latter part of the 
summer sent a appeal to Premier Joseph 
Cierankovicz in Warsaw to permit foreign 
legal observers at the Poznan trials, expressing 
the hope the trials would be conducted in a 
thoroughly democratic manner, and so on. 

Somewhat to our surprise, we recently re¬ 
reived an official reply on behalf of the 
Premier from the Polish Ambassador in Wash¬ 
ington. The idea of permitting special legal 
observers picked abroad was, it is true, re¬ 
jected but the letter was courteous and even 
friendly in tone and seems to be another fairly 
significant indication of a change in Commun¬ 
ist attitudes. 

ROLE OF U.S. COMMUNISTS 


and so have the mistakes and “ crimes ” of 
other groups and individuals. 

Lastly, I question whether an organisational 
attack on the CP from outside—any more than 
Western intervention in Communist countries 
—will contribute to the needed democratising 
process. 

Nothing will be gained, 1 suggested at the 
Chicago meeting, by keeping up the battling 
of one splinter against another. 

Only the positive building of a new Left 
on a Third Camp basis, no more committed 
to capitalist imperialism than to totalitarian 
Communism, will provide a genuine rallying 
centre and new hope. 


Dr. Hector Macpherson 

From Dr. G. H. C. MacGregor 

T>Y the death of the Rev. Dr. Hector 
Macpherson, for some 35 years minister 
of the Guthrie Memorial Church, Edinburgh, 
we have lost the doyen of the Christian pacifist 
movement in Scotland. 


This leads me to a closing observation. There 
is no doubt'in my mind, as l have many times 
insisted over the years, that profound changes 
in Communist attitudes and programmes are 
necessary if the Communist world is to become 
a democratic socialist one, and it is not yet 
clear by any means that such drastic changes 
will actually be made. 

Considering the numerical weakness of the 
CP here, its self-admitted isolation from labour 
and other mass forces, and a number of other 
special circumstances, I think it is true that 
the Party as it has been cannot survive and 
that an attempt to maintain it in anything 
like its past character would indeed be an 
obstacle in bringing a new Left to birth. 

In this sense, one may speak of its “ liqui¬ 
dation.” 

But two points need immediately to be 
added. The revolutionising of the situation 
in so far as the CP is concerned will not in 
itself open the way for the building of a new 
movement, even as the CP is not itself solely 
responsible for the disintegration of political 
radicalism. 

No other force has survived either ; all of 
us are “ splinters.” Objective conditions with 
which others have no more been able to cope 
than the CP have played their part in this, 


His pacifist witness dated right back to the 
first world war; and in the 'twenties and 
thirties he was a leading member of the group 
of pacifist ministers of the Church of Scotland 
out of which developed the wider Christian 
pacifist movement in Scotland. 

Dr. Macpherson was a radical pacifist and 
was ever ready to protest at any soft-pedalling 
of the pacifist witness. Both by word and pen, 
by speaking in Presbytery and Assembly, and 
by his clear and incisive letters to the Press he 
kept the pacifist message ever before the 
Church and public. 

He was a man of wide learning and culture, 
a distinguished astronomer, and the author of 
a number of books. But best of all we shall 
remember him as a good man, a warm-hearted 
friend, and a valiant fighter for the truth. 


Ron. Gates, devoted voluntary helper of 
Peace News and an active North London 
pacifist, died on September 28. At the request 
of his wife friends were asked to send dona¬ 
tions to Peace News instead of floral tokens. 


We regret to announce the death, after a 
long and painful illness, of Ernest Briscoe 
whose cartoons were a prominent feature of 
pre-war issues of Peace News. 
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Letters to 

Welsh water and Arab union 

rTTIANK you for your editorial reply to my 
letter of last week enquiring about your 
purpose in publishing news of the resistance to 
the Liverpool water scheme, and the news of 
Arab Union. The final judgement about the 
interest your readers may take in these matters 
must, of course, be yours and I fully respect 
that. 

I am not so happy about the comment on my 
letter by the writer of your “ In Perspective ” 
note. Those who, like myself, claim to be 
pacifists must expect to be criticised and need 
not always rush to defend themselves, but mis¬ 
understanding or misrepresentation do, I fear, 
justify a further comment. Your contributor, 
referring to my letter, gets so far out of per¬ 
spective as to say that it is clear that I “ find 
the idea of separate self-government for Wales 
unattractive.” It would be interesting to know 
how your contributor managed to read into 
my letter such an entirely unwarranted, and 
totally inaccurate, interpretation. Criticism of 
one particular action by a movement is not a 
comment on its total aim, and my many old 
friends in the Welsh Nationalist movement 
know that. 

It is, of course, a safe assumption that in 
any discussion about non-violence, poor old 
Gandhi will be dragged in. I do not know so 
much of Gandhi’s life as many friends in the 
movement do ; I never met him nor have I 
managed to read many of his works, but I have 
no recollection of ever hearing of him using 
any form of resistance to prevent those who 
had even an apparent need from seeking to 
fulfil that need. 

FRANK DAWTRY. 

Weybridge, Surrey. 

Faithful pacifist 

]%/TAY I take up a little space to pay tribute 
to a shy and retiring pacifist who has just 
passed away. Nora Reeve was not known to 
a large circle. Her loyal membership of the 
PPU, her deep faith and sincere goodness were 
a shining pattern. She suffered a long and pain¬ 
ful illness with courage and retained her 
interest in pacifism to the last. 

LIONEL COWAN. 

59 Cecil Rd., Hale, 

Altrincham, Cheshire. 

To help CO f s 

JV/TAY I draw the attention of your readers 
to the vacancy for the secretaryship of 
the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
which is advertised in your pages ? My Com¬ 
mittee is anxious that this opportunity for 
service to COs should be made as widely 
known as possible, and the purpose of this 
letter is to ask your readers to bring it to 
the attention of anv oerson who mioht Un 
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the Editor 

sidered to have an obligation to accept the 
conditions or penalties which the state imposes 
for disobedience ? 

Imprisonment may be inescapable under 
certain circumstances, but if it is possible to 
avoid it without thereby contradicting one’s 
refusal to co-operate in an immoral action then 
surely there is no reason why one should 
willingly go to prison? 

Certainly, from the point of view of ex¬ 
pediency, it may be better to accept imprison¬ 
ment and get it over with than to endure the 
risks of “ going on the run.” 

This is quite a different thing, however, from 
making imprisonment into a sort of moral im¬ 
perative for COs, which seems to be the 
attitude implicit in Miss Jacoby’s letter. 

It is not my intention, in saying this, to 
justify cowardice. Sacco and Vanzetti went to 
Mexico during World War 1 to escape con¬ 
scription into the US Army. When they were 
later condemned to death for a crime they did 
not commit they displayed a courage of the 
highest quality. 

They did not seek imprisonment ; while they 
were in prison they fought their sentence to 
the utmost of their ability ; yet they were pre¬ 
pared to face their fate when it came. 

They would have been the last, however, to 
demand of others actions which would have 
involved them in a prison sentence. I should 
imagine that this would be the attitude of all 
those who are imprisoned for acting on 
principle. This being so, what right have those 
of us not threatened with prison to demand of 
those who are that they accept “ the con¬ 
sequences ” if they can escape them ? 

My remarks are not to be construed as 
having a direct bearing upon the action of my 
friend whom Irene Jacoby criticises—what he 
does is his responsibility and no-one else’s— 
they are an attempt to restate something of the 
moral contained in the story of Jesus and the 
woman taken in adultery. 

S. E. PARKER. 

12 Park Drive, London, N.W.4. 

Love of country 

1VTAY I, as an ignoramus about the question 
of Peace, ask whether pacifists regard 
love of country as good or as evil ? 

JOHN V. SIMCOX. 

37 Herbert St., N.W.5. 

Sybil Morrison answers this question on page 8 

War resisters 

IHPHANK you for the fine report of my talk 
in Dublin. I would, however, like to 
correct two errors. 

First, there is no legal provision for con- 
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in Communist attitudes and programmes are 
necessary if the Communist world is to become 
a democratic socialist one, and it is not yet 
clear by any means that such drastic changes 
will actually be made. 

Considering the numerical weakness of the 
CP here, its self-admitted isolation from labour 
and other mass forces, and a number of other 
special circumstances, I think it is true that 
the Party as it has been cannot survive and 
that an attempt to maintain it in anything 
like its past character would indeed be an 
obstacle in bringing a new Left to birth. 

In this sense, one may speak of its “ liqui¬ 
dation/’ 

But two points need immediately to be 
added. The revolutionising of the situation 
in so far as the CP is concerned will not in 
itself open the way for the building of a new 
movement, even as the CP is not itself solely 
resnonsible for the disintegration of political 
radicalism. 

No other force has survived either ; all of 
us are “ splinters.” Objective conditions with 
which others have no more been able to cope 
than the CP have played their part in this, 


or pacinst ministers ol the Church of .Scotland 
out of which developed the wider Christian 
pacifist movement in Scotland. 

Dr. Macpherson was a radical pacifist and 
was ever ready to protest at any soft-pedalling 
of the pacifist witness. Both by word and pen, 
by speaking in Presbytery and Assembly, and 
by his clear and incisive letters to the Press he 
kept the pacifist message ever before the 
Church and public. 

He was a man of wide learning and culture, 
a distinguished astronomer, and the author of 
a number of books. But best of all we shall 
remember him as a good man, a warm-hearted 
friend, and a valiant fighter for the truth. 


Ron. Gates, devoted voluntary helper of 
Peace News and an active North London 
pacifist, died on September 28. At the request 
of his wife friends were asked to send dona¬ 
tions to Peace News instead of floral tokens. 


We regret to announce the death, after a 
long and painful illness, of Ernest Briscoe 
whose cartoons were a prominent feature of 
pre-war issues of Peace News. 


know that. 

It is, of course, a safe assumption that in 
any discussion about non-violence, poor old 
Gandhi will be dragged in. I do not know so 
much of Gandhi’s life as many friends in the 
movement do ; I never met him nor have I 
managed to read many of his works, but I have 
no recollection of ever hearing of him using 
any form of resistance to prevent those who 
had even an apparent need from seeking to 
fulfil that need. 

FRANK DAWTRY. 

Weybridge, Surrey. 

Faithful pacifist 

TMTAY I take up a little space to pay tribute 
to a shy and retiring pacifist who has just 
passed away. Nora Reeve was not known to 
a large circle. Her loyal membership of the 
PPU, her deep faith and sincere goodness were 
a shining pattern. She suffered a long and pain¬ 
ful illness with courage and retained her 
interest in pacifism to the last. 

LIONEL COWAN. 

59 Cecil Rd., Hale, 

Altrincham, Cheshire. 

To help CD’s 

1YTAY I draw the attention of your readers 
to the vacancy for the secretaryship of 
the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
which is advertised in your pages ? My Com¬ 
mittee is anxious that this opportunity for 
service to COs should be made as widely 
known as possible, and the purpose of this 
letter is to ask your readers to bring it to 
the attention of any person who might be 
interested. 

CLIFFORD MACQUIRE, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

The Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors, 

6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.l. 

Objectors and punishment 

T CANNOT understand why Irene Jacoby 
(October 12) considers that one must “face 
the music ” for acting in accordance with one’s 
conscience. 

The conscientious objector does not ask the 
state to conscript him—why should he be con- 
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were in prison mey lougni ineir sentence iu 

the utmost of their ability ; yet they were pre¬ 
pared to face their fate when it came. 

They would have been the last, however, to 
demand of others actions which would have 
involved them in a prison sentence. I should 
imagine that this would be the attitude of all 
those who are imprisoned for acting on 
principle. This being so, what right have those 
of us not threatened with prison to demand of 
those who are that they accept “ the con¬ 
sequences ” if they can escape them ? 

My remarks are not to be construed as 
having a direct bearing upon the action of my 
friend whom Irene Jacoby criticises—what he 
does is his responsibility and no-one else’s— 
they are an attempt to restate something of the 
moral contained in the story of Jesus and the 
woman taken in adultery. 

S. E. PARKER. 

12 Park Drive, London, N.W.4. 

Love of country 

1%/TAY I, as an ignoramus about the question 
of Peace, ask whether pacifists regard 
love of country as good or as evil ? 

JOHN V. SIMCOX. 

37 Herbert St., N.W.5. 

Sybil Morrison answers this question on page 8 

War resisters 

rjlHANK you for the fine report of my talk 
A in Dublin. I would, however, like to 
correct two errors. 

First, there is no legal provision for con¬ 
scientious objectors in Belgium, only an 
administrative decree which lays down the 
period of imprisonment for the war resister 
at the same length as army service—18 months. 

Secondly, neither the Fellowship of Recon¬ 
ciliation nor the War Resisters League in the 
USA have “ strong southern branches,” but the 
national officers of both organisations are do¬ 
ing what they can for racial integration in 
the South. 

The most effective worker in this area is 
Bayard Rustin, Secretary of the WRL. 

ARLO TATUM, 

General Secretary 
War Resisters’ International. 


CLASSIF I ED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Friday, October 26 

BELLINGHAM : 7.45 p.m.; 97 King 

Alfred Avenue. Alfred Farrant, “ Autumn 
Programme and pacifist political activity in 
the Lewisham constituencies.” Discussion 
Fellowship Party. 

KINGS HEATH, BIRMINGHAM : 8 p.m.; 
Ch. Hall, High St. “ Children of Hiroshima.” 
Film. Peace Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, “ The Social 
Philosophy and Political Strategy of M. K. 
Gandhi II.” The third of eight consecutive 
lectures on Non-Violence and Social Change. 
The Third Way and Pacifist Youth Action 
Group. 

Saturday, October 27 

LONDON, W.C.l.t 6-9 p.m.; Friends In¬ 
ternational Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq., Meeting 
of Area and Group representatives. PPU. 

Sunday, October 28 

LONDON, W.C.l.: 10 a.m.-12.30 p.m.; 

Friends International Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. 
Meeting of Area and Group representatives. 

DDl I 


DIARY 

As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make it as complete 
a service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to : 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday morning. 

2. Include : Date, TOWN, Time, Place 
(hall, street) ; nature of event ; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary’s address)—preferably 
in that order and style. 


MANCHESTER 16 : 7.30 p.m.; 36 Coleridge 
Rd. Central group mtg., transport from 
Mount St. 7 p.m. Details ALT 2491. PPU. 

Thursday, November 1 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 Dick Sheppard 

Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Terence Olivers, ‘‘Human 
Revolution.” Pacifist Youth Action Group. 

Friday;, November 2 

HULL : 8.15 p.m.; 6 Bond St. “ Current 


secutive lectures on Non-violence and Social 
Change. The Third Way and Pacifist Youth 
Action Group. 

Saturday, November 10 

LIVERPOOL : 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Hunter St. Prof. C. A. Coulson, “ Science 
Can do Better than H-bombs.” Toldas Group. 

LONDON, W.l : 3~6 p.m.; Weigh Ho. Ch., 
Binney St. Nr. Bond St. Stn. Bazaar and 
social. Proceeds to Peace News and PPU. 
Opener Dr. A. D. Belden. Religion Commis¬ 
sion, Peace Pledge Union. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11 

DERBYSHIRE : Third of a series of annual 
week-end confs. at Crich, nr. Matlock. “ Paci¬ 
fism in an Awakening World ”. Guest 
speaker : John Hoyland. Chair.: George 
Devereaux. Details : Margaret Forder, 42 
Swinegate, Grantham, Lines. PPU. 

Wednesday, November 14 

KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m., 141 Woolacombe 
Rd. Three recorded addresses by Dick Shep¬ 
pard. Discussion on his works and methods. 
Fellowship Party. 

Saturday, November 17 


TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd.. N.4. 

LATEST TIME for oopy : Monday morning 
before publication. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to 
restrict any concern or individual from 
advertising in these columns, it must be noted 
that we do not necessarily share the views 
nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


MEETINGS 

DEPENDENT PEOPLES’ FREEDOM DAY: 
Public meeting. Tuesday, October 30, 
7.30 pan.; Caxton Hall, Westminster. Speakers: 
Rt. Hon. James Griffiths, MP ; Dr. S. Leven- 
berg (Israel Labour Party) and representatives 
of the Praja Socialist Party of India, Malayan 
Labour Party, Carribean Socialist Federation. 

A.t .1_ ... _ .I... 


LITERATURE 

BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY 
—vigorous, forthright and consistently against 
war—the “ Socialist Leader.” Indispensable 
to members of the PPU who want up-to-date 
information of home and world politics. 
Threepence weekly. Obtainable from your 
newsagent or from 48 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.I., and 318 Regents Park Rd., Finchley, 
London, N.3. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT you can order 
any book on any subject through HOUSMANS 
BOOKSHOP, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 ? 

PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS OF INTER¬ 
NATIONAL PACIFISM. 8-PAGED BOOK¬ 
LET. 4d. POST PAID. BM/JONIB, London, 
W.C.l. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd.. London. 
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v Lirrum/ yumiL, 

Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

The Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors, 

6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.l. 

Objectors and punishment 

T CANNOT understand why Irene Jacoby 
(October 12) considers that one must “face 
the music ” for acting in accordance with one’s 
conscience. 

The conscientious objector does not ask the 
state to conscript him—why should he be con- 


period ot imprisonment tor the war resister 
at the same length as army service—18 months. 

Secondly, neither the Fellowship of Recon¬ 
ciliation nor the War Resisters League in the 
USA have “ strong southern branches,” but the 
national officers of both organisations are do¬ 
ing what they can for racial integration in 
the South. 

The most effective worker in this area is 
Bayard Rustin, Secretary of the WRL. 

ARLO TATUM, 

General Secretary 
War Resisters’ International. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Friday, October 26 

BELLINGHAM : 7.45 P.m.; 97 King 

Alfred Avenue. Alfred Farrant, “ Autumn 
Programme and pacifist political activity in 
the Lewisham constituencies.” Discussion 
Fellowship Party. 

KINGS HEATH, BIRMINGHAM : 8 p.m.; 
Ch. Hall. High St. “ Children of Hiroshima.” 
Film. Peace Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, “ The Social 
Philosophy and Political Strategy of M. K. 
Gandhi II.” The third of eight consecutive 
lectures on Non-Violence and Social Change. 
The Third Way and Pacifist Youth Action 
Group. 

Saturday, October 27 

LONDON, W.C.l.: 6-9 p.m.; Friends In¬ 
ternational Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq., Meeting 
of Area and Group representatives. PPU. 

Sunday, October 28 

LONDON, W.C.l.: 10 a.m.-12.30 p.m.; 

Friends International Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. 
Meeting of Area and Group representatives. 
PPU. 

Monday, October 29 

WIMBLEDON : 8 p.m.; Broadway S.W.19. 
Inaugural mtg. Wimbledon and District group. 
Labour Peace Fellowship. 

Tuesday, October 30 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 

pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St., Report of National 
Council mtg., etc. London Area PPU. 
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tirerij wveH ! 

SATURDAYS 

LIVERPOOL : 7.45 p.m.; Pier Head. Open- 
air mtg. Liverpool and District Peace Board. 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning 
and redecorating the homes of old-age pen¬ 
sioners. IVSP, 19 Pembridge Villas, W.ll. 

SUNDAYS 

HYDE PARK: 3 p.m.; Pacifist Youth 

Action Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 

MONDAYS 

SHIPLEY: 7.15 p.m.; Snipley Group in 

new premises in Labour Party Rooms, West- 
gate, Shipley. 

TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER : 1~2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 

THURSDAYS 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Road. E.10 and E.ll Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 

of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 

LONDON.W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 

pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Pacifist Youth 
Action Group. 

No meeting October 25. 
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DIARY 

As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent in. 
We nevertheless desire to make it as complete 
a service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge organisers of events to : 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday morning. 

2. Include : Date, TOWN, Time, Place 
(hall, street) ; nature of event ; speakers, 
organisers (and secretary’s address)—preferably 
in that order and style. 


MANCHESTER 16 : 7.30 p.m.; 36 Coleridge 
Rd. Central group mtg., transport from 
Mount St. 7 p.m. Details ALT 2491. PPU. 

Thursday, November 1 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 Dick Sheppard 

Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Terence Olivers, “Human 
Revolution.” Pacifist Youth Action Group. 

Fridays November 2 

HULL : 8.15 p.m.; 6 Bond St. “ Current 

Affairs ” discussion. Peace Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 

Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, MA, “ What basis 
for society ? Some aspects of sociological 
theory and social philosophy relevant to an 
understanding of contemporary problems.” The 
fourth of eight consecutive lectures on Non¬ 
violence and Social Change. The Third Way 
and Pacifist Youth Action Group. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 3-4 

BRIGHTON : 2.30 Sat. week-end school. 

Discussion on “ Collective Pacifism,” Douglas 
Clark, Allen Skinner. Chair Sybil Morrison. 
Sunday, 2.30 : Stuart Morris, “ Christianity 
and Collective Pacifism.” Fee 10s. (3s. conf. 
only). Bookings to 33 Compton Rd., N.l, or 
78a Norman Rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea, South 
Eastern and London Area PPU. 

Sunday, November 4 

BRIGHTON: 11 a.m.; Glenside Hotel, 

Grand Parade, S.E. Area mtg. PPU. 

Wednesday, November 7 

ABERDEEN : 7.30 p.m.; YMCA building, 

198 Union St. Stuart Morris. PPU, FoR. 

BELFAST : 8 p.m.; Friends Inst., Frederick 
St. Geoffrey Carnall. “ A Pacifist looks at 
the Council of Europe.” Peace Pledge Union. 

K1DBROOKE : 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 

Rd. Classical music (recorded). Tchaikovsky, 
Schuman, Constance Lambert. Fellowship 
Party. 

Thursday, November 8 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. Edith Adam, “ China, 1940- 
1945.” Peace Pledge Union. 

Friday, November 9 

EDINBURGH: 7.30 p.m.; Epworth Hall, 
Nicolson Sq., Stuart Morris, Emrys Hughes, 
MP. Public mtg. Questions invited. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 

Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp. MA, “ Some 
aspects of the condition of contemporary 
Western civilisation.” The fifth of eight con¬ 


secutive lectures on Non-violence and Social 
Change. The Third Way and Pacifist Youth 
Action Group. 

Saturday, November 10 

LIVERPOOL : 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Hunter St. Prof. C. A. Coulson, “ Science 
Can do Better than H-bombs.” To Idas Group. 

LONDON, W.l : 3~6 p.m.; Weigh Ho. Ch., 
Binney St. Nr. Bond St. Stn. Bazaar and 
social. Proceeds to Peace News and PPU. 
Opener Dr. A. D. Belden. Religion Commis¬ 
sion, Peace Pledge Union. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11 

DERBYSHIRE : Third of a series of annual 
week-end confs. at Crich, nr. Matlock. “ Paci¬ 
fism in an Awakening World ”, Guest 
speaker : John Hoyland. Chair.: George 
Devereaux. Details : Margaret Forder, 42 
Swinegate, Grantham, Lines. PPU, 

Wednesday, November 14 

KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m., 141 Woolacombe 

Rd. Three recorded addresses by Dick Shep¬ 
pard. Discussion on his works and methods. 
Fellowship Party. 

Saturday, November 17 

LONDON, W.C.l : 3-5.30 p.m.. Friends 

International Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. Alfred 
Willetts, “ Difficulties and Successes of a Paci¬ 
fist Teacher in a Secondary Modern School.” 
Tea 4 p.m. (6d.). Education Commission, 
PPU. 


Special postal offer 
to new readers 

8 P N \%1 2s. 6d. 

(US 13 weeks for $1) 

Please send PEACE NEWS for. 

to the name and address below. 

I enclose £. 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


STANDARD RATES 

HOME EDITION (G.B. and overseas) 

1 year 25#., 10 weeks 5s. 

Or order from your newsagent. 

US. AIR EXPRESS EDITION 

1 year $4, 6 months $2. 

PEACE NEWS 
3 Blacks toe k Rd. f London, N.4 

130 Brattle St.,Cambridge 38 Mass.USA 


TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy : Monday morning 
before publication. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to 
restrict any concern or individual from 
advertising in these columns. It must be noted 
that we do not necessarily share the views 
nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


MEETINGS 

DEPENDENT PEOPLES’ FREEDOM DAY: 
Public meeting. Tuesday, October 30, 
7.30 p.m.; Caxton Hall, Westminster. Speakers: 
Rt. Hon. Janies Griffiths, MP ; Dr. S. Leven- 
berg (Israel Labour Party) and representatives 
of the Praja Socialist Party of India, Malayan 
Labour Party, Carribean Socialist Federation. 
Tickets 6d. obtainable at door or from the 
Secretary, British Asian and Overseas Socialist 
Fellowship, Transport House, Smith Square, 
London, S.W.I. 

PEACE ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN 
SCIENTISTS. A conference will be held at 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, W.C.l, 
on Saturday, November 10, at 2.30 p.m. All 
Christian Scientists who agree “ that weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong¬ 
holds ” will be most welcome. Tea obtain¬ 
able. 

“THE COMMONWEALTH AND COLO¬ 
NIES, a background survey.” Friends Inter¬ 
national Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq., W.C.l. 
Wednesday, October 31, 1-4 p.m. Speaker: 
Dr. Rita Hinden. Admission Is., 2s. 6d. with 
lunch (if ordered). WILPF. Tel. CHA 4817. 


ACCOMMODATION 

B and B, 7s. 6d. nightly, £2 10s. weekly, 
nr. Central London. Mrs. Moule, 689 Wands¬ 
worth Rd., S.W.8. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.5. 

WOULD ANYONE GIVE two ladies, both 
working, unfurnished accommodation. Box 717. 


FOR SALE 

BUY YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS from us 
and help our work for international friendship. 
Samples 2s. 6d., 5s. Caravan (XPN), 84 St. 
Thomas Road, London, N.4. 

EXTENSION LADDERS of superior quality, 
absolute satisfaction or cash returned. Write : 
Arthur Roberts, 12 Clare Rd., Cardiff. 

HOUSE, £700 or transferable mongage. 
Bristol. Box. 708. 


LITERATURE 

BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY 
—vigorous, forthright and consistently against 
war—the “ Socialist Leader.” Indispensable 
to members of the PPU who want up-to-date 
information of home and world politics. 
Threepence weekly. Obtainable from your 
newsagent or from 48 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.I., and 318 Regents Park Rd., Finchley, 
London, N.3. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT you can order 
any book on any subject through HOUSMANS 
BOOKSHOP, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 ? 

PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS OF INTER¬ 
NATIONAL PACIFISM. 8-PAGED BOOK¬ 
LET. 4d. POST PAID. BM/JONIB, London, 
W.C.L 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd.. London. 


PERSONAL 

AUBREY BROCKLEHLTRST, qualified 
watchmaker, offers wide selection of new 
watches with genuine guarantees. Enquiries 
welcomed : articles sent on appro. All types 
of watches, clocks, and jewellery repairs. Old 
gold or silver purchased. 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.l. TeL: EUSton 5501 

TYPING AND DUPLICATING service. 
Lowest prices. Glendon, The Lodge, Blunsdon, 
Swindon. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns 
to advertise your services, sell your products 
and seek your needs. Write to the Advertise¬ 
ment Manager, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR CON¬ 
SCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS invites applica¬ 
tions for the Secretaryship. They should be 
addressed to the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.l. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

DOCTOR DESIRES assistantship, available 
November, married. Clay, Newsham, Rich¬ 
mond, Yorks. 

MABEL EYLES Duplicating Service, 395 
Hornsey Road, N.19. (ARC. 1765). 

SALESMAN, KEEN, experienced and suc¬ 
cessful, desires to join reputable worthwhile 
organisation, where partnership is the outlook 
and sense of belonging is given, in return for 
industry and merit on the part of the indi¬ 
vidual. West country area preferred. Full 
particulars on request. Box 716. 


HOLIDAYS 

ILKLA MOOR BAHT AT. Holidays with 
a pacifist atmosphere. Wonderful scenery, 
wonderful air, good food. On the very edge 
of the moor. Write: Hollybrook Guest House, 
Queens Rd.. Ilkley, Yorks. 

KESWICK, Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads. Now booking for Christ¬ 
mas and the New Year. Tel. 508. 
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X From page one 


SYBIL MORRISON 


JAPANESE DEFIANCE CAMPAIGN 


. . my own, my native land ” 


Sunakawa, continued to balk the surveyors. 

Finally, on October 12, the police used 
clubs on villagers and demonstrators ; 260 
were injured on October 12; 730 on 

October 13. 

This marked a new stage in the struggle 
against the militarisation of Japan. The flame 
of indignation has been stirred all over the 
country. 

The Defend Sunakawa Campaign was 
launched on Saturday, October 13, by some 50 
leading men of culture. 


“ End hanging 


99 


rjiHE Executive of the National Campaign 
A Against Capital Punishment will meet 
next week to discuss new moves to secure 
an end to hanging. 

On Monday* the National Campaign for 
the Abolition of Capital Punishment 
delivered a Memorial to the Prime Minister. 

it petitioned that the Government 44 take 
steps to give legislative effect to the re¬ 
peatedly expressed wish of the House of 
Commons.” 

It recalls that in 1948, the House of Com¬ 
mons on a free vote passed a Bill to abolish 
capital punishment for murder. In February 
this year, a resolution was passed by the Com¬ 
mons, on a free vote, “ that this House believes 
that the death penalty no longer accords with 
the needs or the true interests of a civilised 
society.” 

Mr. Sidney Silverman’s Private Member s 
Bill to abolish the death penalty for murder 
was subsequently passed by the Commons, also 
on a free vote, through ail its stages. 

It was the Members of the House of Lords, 
exercising their constitutional rights who re¬ 
jected the Bill. 

The Memorial was signed by 2,500 people. 
It was not intended to be a mass petition, 
and no attempt was made to obtain as many 


signatures as possible. 

Signatures came from Professors of 
Theology, of Moral Philosophy and of Psy¬ 
chology ; from authors, journalists, editors and 
broadcasters ; from Trade Union officials, 
scientists, doctors, of medicine, musicians; 
from teachers, social workers, and members of 
local government, and from stage personalities 


and artists, 

It is significant that a number of Prison 
Governors, Prison Chaplains, Chairmen o ( 
Prison Visitors’ Committees and Probation 
Officers were signatories. 


LEYTONSTONE 
GIVES A LEAD 

PEACE NEWS were sold in the door- 


May / . . . ask whether pacifists regard love of country as good or evil? 

—Letter to Editor, page seven. 
Breathes there the man with soul so dead, 

Who never to himself hath said, 

This is my own, my native land\ 

—Walter Scott. Lay of the Last Minstrel. 


The initiative was taken by ex-Premier Tetsu 
Katayama, ex-Justice Minister Akira Kazami, 
ex-Foreign Minister Hachire Arita and lawyer 
Shinkichi Unno, who issued a statement declar¬ 
ing the proposed expansion of the base to be 
undesirable in the present international situa¬ 
tion, and the survey contrary to the Japanese 
Constitution which proclaimed the human 
rights of the Japanese people. 

The wider runway—at least 3,500 meters 
wide—is needed for launching attacks with 
nuclear weapons. But the Japanese Constitu¬ 
tion forbids all kinds of warfare. 

Moreover to the farmers and peasants the 
land is second only to life itself. Farmland 
symbolises peace and life, whereas an air base 
symbolises war and death. We are firmly con¬ 
vinced that peace and life will win the day. 

★ ★ 

Since writing the above the radio has an¬ 
nounced: “Finally the Government has 
decided to refrain from taking any action on 
the survey for some time.” 

This decision is a great victory for the 
defenders of Sunakawa.* 

But the struggle must continue until the 
American-Japan Security Pact and the Ad¬ 
ministrative Agreement which are the real 
cause of the present day national tragedy of 
Japan are revised or denounced. 


* Readers may send messages of support to 
the Committee against Expansion of Buses, 
Kichi-K ak uch o-H an tai - D om ei, S un akawa, 

Tokyo, Japan. 

Protest letters may be sent to the US 
Ambassador, US Embassy, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, 
and to the Japanese Prime Minister, Ichiro 
Hatoyama, Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo. 


^HERE was once a school master who 
told his class of small boys about 
the wonderful teacher called Jesus of 
Nazareth, and how He came into the 
world to help ordinary little boys to 
understand about God. 

Presently he asked his class whether any of 
them could tell him who was the most im¬ 
portant person in the world, and immediately 
little Johnny held up his hand. 

“ Well, Johnny,” he said, kindly, “ and who 
do you think is the most important person in 
the w'orld ? ” 

“ Me, sir,” said Johnny. 

And this wise teacher replied that Johnny’s 
answer was really a good answer, so long as 
Johnny always remembered that every other 
child, and every other person in the whole 
world, had the right to hold the same belief 
about themselves. 

This little story, with its underlying explana¬ 
tion of what it really means to love your 
neighbour as yourself, is true also of love of 
country. 

★ 

It is natural and instinctive to love the 
country of one’s birth, and even the country of 
one’s forebears; it is perhaps an emotional 
feeling, a sentiment not easily explained or 
expressed, but perfectly conveyed in Scott’s 
now hackneyed lines, which for all their senti¬ 


mentality, have in them a fundamental truth. 

Few of us have not, at some time, felt that 
stirring of the blood and the senses which when 
returning from abroad, or looking upon some 
hill, or river, or building in a city, has made it 
possible to say, deep in the heart : “ This I 
love.” 

But love of country is not confined to one set 
of peoples, or to one particular land ; it should 
never be forgotten that all over the world there 
are others who look with the same unreason¬ 
ing delight upon familiar sights: a pagoda, 
perhaps, instead of a cathedral, a palm tree 
instead of an oak, a lotus instead of a water- 
lily, a snow-encased mountain instead of a 
rolling heath, moon-flowers instead of daffodils 
an opalescent blue sea, instead of g grey and 
angry ocean. 

Love of all these things, affection and attach¬ 
ment to the place where the roots of ones 
ancestors go deep, is not in itself an evil 
thing ; on the contrary, love must always be 
basically good and enriching. 

What is evil is the exploitation of this pure 
emotion by governments for their own pur¬ 
poses ; it is turned by propaganda into some¬ 
thing called “ patriotism,” which demands 
blind belief that other countries and other 
peoples are inferior and wrong, and ones own 
country superior and right. 

★ 

When Churchill called upon the British 
people to fight “ in the fields and in the streets, 
on the landing grounds and in the hills ” he 
knew precisely to what emotion he appealed ; 
there was instantly conjured up a vision of 
“ England’s green and pleasant land,” roughly 
trampled underfoot by savages in steel helmets 
and heavy jackboots. 

It is unlikely that it occurred to any Britisher 
that day, that the German people, who after all 
had known what England had not known for 
centures, the tread of the conqueror, were 
equally ready to answer a call to free the 
Fatherland from the insults and the degrada¬ 
tions of past defeats. 

To play upon false emotion is part of the im¬ 
moral expediencies of war. It is quite different, 
if, as Johnny was told, it is recognised that 
every country, and all peoples, have the same 
birthright. It is a fable and a fallacy that love 
is blind ; love is not so maimed, but, on the 
contrary, is an emotion that, if true, recognises 
the faults of the beloved and deeply desires to 
see them eradicated, so that respect and pride 
can be added to the joy of loving. 

“ Patriotism,” said Edith Cavell. as she 


When the enemy of my friend is the friend of my friend 

IHTHERE is a story current in the diplomatic circles of Cairo concerning the purchase of 
A Russian arms by Egypt. 

It is said that it so happened that the Russians wanted some down payment before the 
delivery of the arms could take place. But Nasser’s treasury was empty. 

So Nasser sent his emissary to the court of King Saud. And King Saud then loved 
Nasser of Egypt because Nasser was opposed to Saud’s greatest enemy, King Feisal of Iraq. 
And the Arab philosophy of life is : the enemy of my enemy is my friend 
But King Saud did not have any cash either. 

He, therefore, borrowed it from the American Oil Company that has Saudi Arabian oil 
concessions. 

As it turned out: the American dollars financed the purchase of arms from Russia. 

RISING PROTESTS ON H-BOM B TESTS 

T AST Tuesday, when Parliament re- “I have not paid this fine because nothing 
^ * 4 " ' * - has happened since it was imposed to alter 

the reasons for which I undertook this act of 
civil disobedience.” 

A second fine of £1 was imnosed and Miss 


assembled, saw the opening or a new 
campaign to prevent the proposed British 
H-bomb tests. 















mons on a free vote passed a Dill to abolish 
capital punishment for murder. In February 
'his year, a resolution was passed by the Com¬ 
mons, on a free vote, “ that this House believes 
that the death penalty no longer accords with 
the needs or the true interests of a civilised 
society.” w , , 

Mr. Sidney Silverman’s Private Member s 
Bill to abolish the death penalty for murder 
was subsequently passed by the Commons, also 
on a free vote, "through ail its stages. 

It was the Members of the House of Lords, 
exercising their constitutional rights who re¬ 
jected the Bill. 

The Memorial was signed by 2,500 people. 
It was not intended to be a mass petition, 
and no attempt was made to obtain as many 
signatures as possible. 

Signatures came from Professors of 
Theology, of Moral Philosophy and of Psy¬ 
chology ; from authors, journalists, editors and 
broadcasters; from Trade Union officials, 
scientists, doctors, of medicine, musicians; 
from teachers, social workers, and members of 
local government, and from stage personalities 
and artists, 

it is significant that a number of Prison 
Governors, Prison Chaplains, Chairmen o' 
Prison Visitors’ Committees and Probation 
Officers were signatories. 

LEYTONSTONE 
GIVES A LEAD 

-| Qd\ PEACE NEWS were sold in the door- 
1 4/ to-door selling campaign at Leyton- 
stone on October 13. 

The afternoon began with a number of 
readers from various parts of London, hesitat¬ 
ingly, setting off from the Friends Meeting 
House at Wansiead, armed with bundles of 
Peace News and a list of streets to be visited. 

“ Peace! nothing to do with the Communists 
is it?” and “What! You Jehovahs Witnesses 
again?” was the retort of a few people when 
pressed to buy a copy of the paper. 

But the majority realised that pacifism was 
something distinctive and an average of one-in- 
six bought a copy. 

The ladies certainly did well on this occasion 
with three of them selling approximately forty 
copies between them. 

The result (so far) of the afternoon’s work 
was that 120 Peace News were sold to 120 
folk who normally would not have seen the 
paper, in fact die great majority had not 
heard of PN before. 

What is just as important we also have the 
addresses of all those concerned and the local 
group will follow up in subsequent weeks to 
obtain regular readers. 

Also a very welcome contribution was made 
toward the publishing deficit of £100 per week. 

Now for the future. The group activities 
at Leytonstone and Manchester, plus the 
individual efforts at Bangor, Bermondsey, 
and Swansea, have shown that door-to-door 
selling is an excellent way of introducing 
Peace News to new readers. 

We are hoping to make this form of peace¬ 
making a regular feature in the London area. 
(Plans are being made for the next campaign 
in London and for one in Plymouth.) 

Peace News circulation CAN, indeed MUST, 
raised and door-to-door selling nrovides US 


ministrative Agreement which are the real 
cause of the present day national tragedy of 
Japan are revised or denounced. 


* Readers may send messages of support to 
the Committee against Expansion of Buses, 
Kichi-K akucho-Han tai -Dorn ei, S unakawa, 

Tokyo, Japan. 

Protest letters may be sent to the US 
Ambassador, US Embassy, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, 
and to the Japanese Prime Minister, Ichiro 
Hatoyama, Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo. 


LAST Tuesday, when Parliament re¬ 
assembled, saw the opening of a new 
campaign to prevent the proposed British 
H-bomb tests. 

Coupled with the campaign is a demand that 
Britain should renounce power politics and 
adopt a positive peace policy. 

The campaign sponsored by two well-known 
scientists, Professor Charles A. Coulson and 
Dame Kathleen Lonsdale and other members 
of the Toldas Group, is the outcome of a 
letter which appeared in the national press 
last June. 

This letter urged that further tests would 
“ give a new impetus to the atomic arms race,” 
and asked for support from all who would like 
to see Britain lead the way, renounce power 
noli tics completely and adopt instead “ policies 
of positive and persistent peacemaking.” 

LETTER CAMPAIGN 

“ When our letter against the proposed Bri¬ 
tish H-bomb tests appeared in the Press last 
June, A ! an Litherland, Hon. Secretary of the 
Toldas Group, told Peace News this week, 
the response was so large and so emphatic 
hat we felt we must take some action to give 
expression to this very strong public feeling. 

“ We were not in a position to organise a 
national petition, and in any case we have 
not much raith in formal petitions. 

“ Instead we are arranging a nation-wide 
campaign of individual letters to MPs. Each 
participant is asked to write a brief letter 
of protest to the Prime Minister, his own 
MP and at least six other MPs. It is essential 
that we should each express our own opinion 
in our own way, and we need not limit it to 
a mere negative condemnation of the H- 
bomb tests. 

M We ask all those who wish to take part 
(and have not already writen to us) to send 
a POST CARD, simply marked with the 
sender’s name and address and the words 


aUUUl UICIIISUIVCS. 

This little story, with its underlying explana¬ 
tion of what it really means to love your 
neighbour as yourself, is true also of love of 
country. 

It is natural and instinctive to love the 
country of one’s birth, and even the country of 
one’s forebears ; it is perhaps an emotional 
feeling, a sentiment not easily explained or 
expressed, but perfectly conveyed in Scott’s 
now hackneyed lines, which for all their senti- 


“ I have not paid this fine because nothing 
has happened since it was imposed to alter 
the reasons for which I undertook this act of 
civil disobedience.” 

A second fine of £1 was imposed and Miss 
Clarke was told that she was liable to be 
brought to court to give reason why she should 
not be sent to prison. 

Asked by Peace News to comment on her 
stand, Miss Clarke said: 

“ No one is more conscious than I am 
of the puniness and seeming futility of my 
feeble protest. Just writing to Ministers or 
the Press is all washed up. Letters are only 
pigeon-holed or waste-paper-basketed. 

“ I am not paying the fines or the tax. My 
impression is that the magistrate doesn’t 
want to send me to prison—maybe he agrees 
with me.” 

COMMENT 

Miss Clarke’s act of civil disobedience, has, 
according to the South Devon Journal, 
“ created a stir in Brixham.” 

It could spark a nation-wide campaign if 
public opinion against the H-test grows. 

PAYE ( withholding ) has prevented wide¬ 
spread tax refusal at the level of income 
tax, but the withholding of money from the 
Government by refusing to pay dog, wireless, 
motor and other licences might well fill the 
prisons of Britain with conscientious objectors, 
stirring the public conscience still further on 
the question of the H-tests. 


AMERICA P® AG ^ E 

colonel “ You British son of a bitch.” 

Ike explained, so the story goes, that the 
part of the phrase which stuck in his gullet 
was “ You British.” Without those two words 
a mere term of abuse would not have war¬ 
ranted anv strong action on the General’s part. 


When the enemy of my friend is the friend of my friend 

nPHERE is a story current in the diplomatic circles of Cairo concerning the purchase of 
A Russian arms by Egypt. 

It is said that it so happened that the Russians wanted some down payment before the 
delivery of the arms could take place. But Nasser’s treasury was empty. 

So Nasser sent his emissary to the court of King Saud. And King Saud then loved 
Nasser of Egypt because Nasser was opposed to Saud’s greatest enemy, King Feisal of Iraq. 
And the Arab philosophy of life is : the enemy of my enemy is my friend. 

But King Saud did not have any cash either. 

He, therefore, borrowed it from the American Oil Company that has Saudi Arabian oil 
concessions. 

As it turned out: the American dollars financed the purchase of arms from Russia. 


RISING PROTESTS ON H-BOMB TESTS 
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basically good and enriching. 

What is evil is the exploitation of this pure 
emotion by governments for their own pur¬ 
poses ; it is turned by propaganda into some¬ 
thing called “ patriotism,” which demands 
blind belief that other countries and other 
peoples are inferior and wrong, and ones owti 
country superior and right. 

★ 

When Churchill called upon the British 
people to fight “ in the fields and in the streets, 
on the landing grounds and in the hills ” he 
knew precisely to what emotion he appealed ; 
there was instantly conjured up a vision of 
“ England’s green and pleasant land,” roughly 
trampled underfoot by savages in steel helmets 
and heavy jackboots. 

It is unlikely that it occurred to any Britisher 
that day, that the German people, who after all 
had known what England had not known for 
centures, the tread of the conqueror, were 
equally ready to answer a call to free the 
Fatherland from the insults and the degrada¬ 
tions of past defeats. 

To play upon false emotion is part of the im¬ 
moral expediencies of war. It is quite different, 
if, as Johnny was told, it is recognised that 
every country, and all peoples, have the same 
birthright. It is a fable and a fallacy that love 
is blind ; love is not so maimed, but, on the 
contrary, is an emotion that, if true, recognises 
the faults of the beloved and deeply desires to 
see them eradicated, so that respect and pride 
can be added to the joy of loving. 

“ Patriotism,” said Edith Cavell, as she 
faced execution at the hands of foreign 
patriots, “ is not enough.” Perhaps, if those 
immortal words had been more fully under¬ 
stood, the peoples of the world might have 
awakened to the fact that love of country is 
not in itself evil, but it is not enough. If the 
world is to live at peace, love of ones neigh¬ 
bour must be added to it. 

MacLeod: ‘Courageous 
son of The Church’ 

ro THE EDITOR 

F came as a complete surprise to me to 
learn that Dr. George MacLeod had 
been nominated as Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot¬ 
land for the year 1957. I received the 
news with mixed feelings. 

For one thing I was glad that the Church 
had seen fit to honour one of its ablest and 
most courageous sons. On the other hand I 
could not help wondering why it had done so. 

It was not because he was a pacifist. At 
least in the several newspaper reports which I 
have read no mention has been made of his 
outstanding work for peace. 

Amongst his many good works recorded 
there is not a hint that he is one of a small 
minority whose deepest conviction is that evil 
can be overcome only by the enmployment of 
non-violent means. 

Though this is the case, does Dr. MacLeod’s 
nomination really mean that the Church of 
Scotland is inclining to his point of view in 
regard to war and peace? Would that it were 


















1 he afternoon began with a number of 
readers from various parts of London, hesitat¬ 
ingly, setting off from the Friends Meeting 
House at Wanstead, armed with bundles of 
Peace News and a list of streets to be visited. 

“ Peace! nothing to do with the Communists 
is it?” and ‘‘What! You Jehovahs Witnesses 
again?” was the retort of a few people when 
pressed to buy a copy of the paper. 

But the majority realised that pacifism was 
something distinctive and an average of one-in- 
six bought a copy. 

The ladies certainly did well on this occasion 
with three of them selling approximately forty 
copies between them. 

The result (so far) of the afternoon’s work 
was that 120 Peace News were sold to 120 
folk who normally would not have seen the 
paper, in fact the great majority had not 
heard of PN before. 

What is just as important we also have the 
addresses of all those concerned and the local 
group will follow up in subsequent weeks to 
obtain regular readers. 

Also a very welcome contribution was made 
toward the publishing deficit of £100 per week. 

Now for the future. The group activities 
at Leytonstone and Manchester, plus the 
individual efforts at Bangor, Bermondsey, 
and Swansea, have shown that door-to-door 
selling is an excellent way of introducing 
Peace News to new readers. 

We are hoping to make this form of peace¬ 
making a regular feature in the London area. 
(Plans are being made for the next campaign 
in London and for one in Plymouth.) 

Peace News circulation CAN, indeed MUST, 
be raised, and door-to-door selling provides us 
with a golden opportunity which we must 
grasp with open arms. 

We hope that this will not be left to London, 
but will be done all over the country. It can 
be done by one person or by half-a-dozen or 
twenty-five. 

Our circulation can be raised, people will 
buy Peace News if YOU sell it to them (one 
London street seller pushed her sales up from 
60 to 100 last week) and this is the only sure 
way of meeting our £5,000 annual deficit. 

RON KEATING, 

Sales Organiser. 


IN PN NEXT WEEK 

Special articles on 

IRAQ: Prison house of 
democracy 
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MAU MAU HANGINGS 

In our report of Eileen Fletcher’s speech at 
the Labour Peace Fellowship’s meeting at 
Blackpool, we reported that 11,000 Mau Mau 
had been hung. This should have read over 
1 , 000 . 

BAZAAR DATE CHANGED 

The PPU Religion Commission Bazaar 
announced for November 3, on page five, is 
now to be held on November 10. 


uniain snouia renounce power politics ana 
adopt a positive peace policy. 

The campaign sponsored by two well-known 
scientists, Professor Charles A. Coulson and 
Dame Kathleen Lonsdale and other members 
of the Toldas Group, is the outcome of a 
’etter which appeared in the national press 
last June. 

This letter urged that further tests would 
“ give a new impetus to the atomic arms race,” 
and asked for support from all who would like 
to see Britain lead the way, renounce power 
politics completely and adopt instead “ policies 
of positive and persistent peacemaking.” 

LETTER CAMPAIGN 

“ When our letter against the proposed Bri¬ 
tish H-bomb tests appeared in the Press last 
June, Alan Litherland, Hon. Secretary of the 
Foldas Group, told Peace News this week, 
the response was so large and so emphatic 
hat we felt we must take some action to give 
expression to this very strong public feeling. 

“ We were not in a position to organise a 
national petition, and in any case we have 
not much taith in formal petitions. 

“ Instead we are arranging a nation-wide 
campaign of individual letters to MPs. Each 
participant is asked to write a brief letter 
of protest to the Prime Minister, his own 
MP and at least six other MPs. It is essential 
that we should each express our own opinion 
in our own way, and we need not limit it to 
a mere negative condemnation of the H- 
bomb tests. 

“ We ask all those who wish to take part 
(and have not already writen to us) to send 
a POST CARD, simply marked with the 
sender’s name and address and the words 
u H-bomb Protest,” to the campaign 
organiser, Cyril Stretton, 4 West Avenue, 
Sandy Lane, Allerton, Bradford, Yorks, who 
will then forward details of the scheme. 

“ Anyone writing on behalf of a group 
should say how many copies of the literature 
are required.” 

RITCHIE CAERE It 

Added impetus to the campaign came last 
week with the publication in the News Chron¬ 
icle of an article by Ritchie Calder, “ Halt 
Those H-tests Now,” to which many readers 
responded with letters to the editor. 

A letter signed by nine signatories asked 
how “ we ordinary people can more actively 
make our feelings known.” 

Another reader said that he had displayed 
Ritchie Calder’s article in his shop for others 
to see. Hilda M. Terkle, of Nutbourne, Sussex, 
declared that “ if someone gave the women of 
England a lead there would be a terrific 
response. 

The News Chronicle is reprinting the article 
in leaflet form. Price 4d., post free, for single 
copies and £6 per thousand. 

In Devon one woman, determined to find 
some way of withholding money and support 
from the Government’s H-bomb programme, 
has refused to pay her dog licence. 

She is Miss Rhoda M. Clarke, of Brixham, 
a well-known and respected figure in the 
town. 

She has twice been brought before the court 
and fined but refuses to pay the fines. 

On the last occasion she told the court : 


brought to court to give reason why she should 
not be sent to prison. 

Asked by Peace News to comment on her 
stand, Miss Clarke said: 

“No one is more conscious than I am 
of the puniness and seeming futility of my 
feeble protest. Just writing to Ministers or 
the Press is all washed up. Letters are only 
pigeon-holed or waste-paper-basketed. 

“ I am not paying the fines or the tax. My 
impression is that the magistrate doesn’t 
want to send me to prison—maybe he agrees 
with me.” 

COMMENT 

Miss Clarke’s act of civil disobedience, has, 
according to the South Devon Journal, 
“ created a stir in Brixham.” 

It c °uld spark a nation-wide campaign if 
public opinion against the H-test grows. 

PAYE ( withholding ) has prevented wide¬ 
spread tax refusal at the level of income 
tax, but the withholding of money from the 
Government by refusing to pay dog, wireless, 
motor and other licences might well fill the 
prisons of Britain with conscientious objectors 
stirring the public conscience still further on 
the question of the H-tests. 


AMERICA Ab!"gH. 

colonel “ You British son of a bitch.” 

Ike explained, so the story goes, that the 
part of the phrase which stuck in his gullet 
was “ You British.” Without those two words 
a mere term of abuse would not have war¬ 
ranted any strong action on the General’s part. 

He was right, of course, with dead sure 
vision worthy of a poet. It is not difficult to 
see why the Republicans feel that he, person¬ 
ally, and he alone, can hope to win the 
election for them. 

Nobody imagines that Nixon would have 
any chance at all, though the “ policy,” so far 
as it exists, would be much the same. 

For months a Republican Senator has been 
trying to deny and live down the saying 
attributed to him that “ if Ike kicks in, we’U 
stuff him and run him, anyway.” 

Continued next week 

“ End call-up ” appeal to mothers 

u ATOTHERS ! Bring up your children to 
be pacifists.” This appeal was made to 
an audience of 500 to 600 people at an en¬ 
thusiastic u End Conscription ” meeting held in 
the Calvanistic Methodist Chapel in Caernar¬ 
von, Wales. 

The appeal came from Mrs. Wyn Jones, wife 
of the famous heart specialist and Mrs. Jennie 
Davies, wife of a Presbyterian minister. Both 
stressed the importance of home influence in 
the campaign to end the call up. 

“ I have received many requests to arrange 
further meetings in different centres,” the Rev. 
E. Ffestin Williams, of the Welsh Fellowship 
of Reconciliation told Peace News after the 
meeting. His 14-year- old son, William, had 
sold all his supply of Peace News before the 
meeting began. 


immortal words had been more fully under¬ 
stood, the peoples of the world might have 
awakened to the fact that love of country is 
not in itself evil, but it is not enough. If the 
world is to live at peace, love of ones neigh¬ 
bour must be added to it 


MacLeod: ‘Courageous 
son of The Church’ 

ro THE EDITOR 

F came as a complete surprise to me to 
learn that Dr. George MacLeod had 
been nominated as Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot¬ 
land for the year 1957. I received the 
news with mixed feelings. 

For one thing I was glad that the Church 
had seen fit to honour one of its ablest and 
most courageous sons. On the other hand I 
could not help wondering why it had done so. 

It was not because he was a pacifist. At 
least in the several newspaper reports which I 
have read no mention has been made of his 
outstanding work for peace. 

Amongst his many good works recorded 
there is not a hint that he is one of a small 
minority whose deepest conviction is that evil 
can be overcome only by the enmployment of 
non-violent means. 

Though this is the case, does Dr. MacLeod’s 
nomination really mean that the Church of 
Scotland is inclining to his point of view in 
regard to war and peace? Would that it were 
so! But recent decisions and pronouncements 
do not encourage one to think so. 

And yet his becoming Moderator may be the 
result of forces which express the best life 
of the Church. 

He himself especially in his great speech 
in the Genera] Assembly of 1954 has made 
clear his position in regard to the immorality 
of nuclear warfare. He was being true to 
some of the noblest utterances of other 
Christian leaders. 

For instance the late Principal David Cairns 
more than ten years earlier declared regarding 
terroristic reprisals, 

“ 1 bold that there are some things that, 
even at the risk of destruction, no nation 
ever ought to do. I want the church to say 
that kind of unconditional thing about 
certain practices that might emerge. 

Indeed the Church of Scotland itself, met in 
General Assembly in 1937, declared that it 
could in no way countenance the indiscrimi¬ 
nate slaughter of women and children. But 
when the indiscriminate slaughter came its 
protest was weak if existent. 

Will the coming of George MacLeod to the 
Moderator’s chair be the means of leading the 
Church to its highest self ? We pray that it 
may be so. 

„ c ( R e y .) J. H. BURRY, ba., md., 
Hon. Sec., Church of Scotland Peace Society. 
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